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INTER-ARAB AFFAIRS 


GERMAN COMPANY SEEKS TO SELL ROCKETS TO ARAB COUNTRIES 
Tel Aviv HA'ARETZ in Hebrew 1 Jun 81 p 2 
/Article by Yossi Melman: "German Rocket Company Negotiating With Muslim Countries"/7 


[Text/ The German Rocket Company, OTRAG, is trying to crange giant transactions for 
the sale of rockets of Muslim countries including Pakistan, Syria, Libya, and Saudi 
Arabia, according to a special interview which will be broadcast tomorrow (today) on 
the BBC program "Panorama." 


OTRAG's involvement in the region began after its plan to establish a rocket site in 
Zaire in Africa failed after a mysterious explosion in which six German technicians 
were killed. Because of pressure from company investors, its president, Lutz 

Kaiser, was forced to seek new locations for test sites. In May 1979 Kaiser proposed, 
through a German businessman, Klaus Nickel, that the President of Pakistan, Zia- 
ul-Haq, purchase information from OTRAG despite his knowledge of Pakistan's intentions 
to procure nuclear weapons. However, because of financial problems, the president 

of Pakistan did not agree to this. 


Afterwards, OTRAG proposed to the Syrians to set uy a rocket launching site in their 
country and to build for them, according to the text of the contract which became 
available to the producers of the program, 2-stage tactical rockets with a range of 
300 km and 5-stage rockets with a range of 2000 km, however these contacts also were 
fruitless. 


An approach to the Saudis 


The German company then approached Saudi Arabia. Through the German General 

(Retired) Harold Wust, contact has been established between OTRAG and Saudi military 
personnel. It is evident from documents that on 20 Jun 1980 a meeting took place in 

the offices of the German company Miflan in Frankfurt at which OTRAG people were present. 
It was proposed at the meeting that the company establish a rocket launching site in 
Saudi Arabia and manufacture hundreds of rockets in a deal valued at about $4 

billion. Other companies such as Telefunken and AEG were also to have been involved. 


When the plan failed, the Germans approached Libya. At the conclusion of the 
negotiations, an agreement worth $100 million was signed. Qadndhafi granted OTRAG 

a test site about 800 km south of Tripoli, and the Germans will soon present him with 
the first rocket. 








"Only for Peaceful Purposes" 


The German company maintains that some of the documents presented are spurious and 
that it is involved only in building rockets for peaceful purposes such as the 
launching of communications and weather satellites. However, Fred Weimer, an 
international businessman who has served as an intermediary between OTRAG and 
Zairian President Mobutu, said on the program: "We are not children. These toys 
can be easily converted to weapons." 


The program also points out the fact that the distance from the test site in 
Libya to Tel Aviv is exactly 2000 km, the range of the rockets which OTRAG offered 
to the Syrians. 


Prime Minister Menahem Begin says in an interview for the program: "Every supply 
of weapons to countries like Libya is a crime against humanity." 


- 


The producers of the program worked on its production about 1 year and were assisted 
by tens of interviews, some of which were conducted also by HA'ARETZ reporters in 
Germany and Britain. 


The producer of the program, Christopher Olgietti, told HA'ARETZ that while collecting 
the material, he obtained information also on attempts by OTRAG to offer deals to 
Jordan and Iraq, however, he was unable to validate this information and therefore 

it was decided not to include it in the program. 
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ISLAMIC AFFAIRS 


BRIEFS 


SAUDI LOAN TO SOMALIA--The Saudi Fund for Development has granted Somalia a 
soft-term loan of Riyals 33.3 million ($10 million), the Somali news agency 
reported last week. At 2 per cent interest, the 15-year loan is to finance 
the completion of the Juba sugar project at Marerey, in the south of the 
country, the report said. The third from the Saudi Fund, the latest loan 
brings the fund's total lending to Somalia to SR332.6 million ($100 million). 
[Text] [Paris AN-NAHAR ARAB REPORT & MEMO in English No 31, 3 Aug 81 p 8] 


AMF LOAN TO SOUTH YEMEN--The Arab Monetary Fund has announced a loan of 

$30 million to South Yemen in balance of payments support. In an announce- 
ment from its headquarters in Abu Dhabi last week, the AMF said the five-year 
loan would carry annual interest varying between 5.2 and 6.4 per cent. South 
Yemen has previously borrowed $11 million from the AMF, the announcement said, 
without giving details. [Text] [Paris AN-NAHAR ARAB REPORT & MEMO in English 
No 31, 3 Aug 81 p 8] 


| IDB LOAN TO GAMBIA--The Islamic Development Bank last week extended a $3.4 million 

| loan to Gambia to finance purchases of cement and natural gas from Algeria, accord- 

ing to a report from the bank's headquarters in Jeddah. The gas imports are valued 
at $2.6 million, the report said. With the latest credit, Gambia has benefited 
from a total of $7 million in interest-free loans from the IDB. [Text] [Paris 
AN-NAHAR ARAB REPORT & MEMO in English No 31, 3 Aug 81 p 8] 


CSO: 4300/86 











OPEC AFFAIRS 





OPEC LOANS TO THIRD WORLD ANNOUNCED 


Paris AN-NAHAR ARAB REPORT & MEMO in English No 31, 3 Aug 81 p 8 


[Text J The OPEC Fund for International Development has 


announced eight loan agreements worth a total of 
$59.45 million, to finance development projects and 
balance of payments deficits in a number of Third 
World countries. 

The largest loan of $25 million is for balance of 
payments support to Bangladesh. This is the eighth 
OPEC Fund loan to Bangladesh, which now has bor- 


rowed a total of $99 million from the aid organisa- 
tion. 
Senegal has been allocated $14 million to finance 
a chemicals project, which is co-sponsored by the Arab 
Bank for Economic Development in Africa (BADEA). 
The project involves the construction of production 
units to manufacture sulphuric and phosphoric acid as 
| well as fertilisers. The latest is Senegal’s fifth loan from 

the OPEC Fund, which has so far disbursed $31 mil- 
| lion to the African country. 

The Dominican Republic is to receive $10 million, 
for an unspecified purpose, in the fourth OPEC Fund 
loan to that Carribean country. Total borrowing by the 
Dominican Republic from the OPEC Fund stands at 
$17.93 million. 

Mali, which has also been granted $1.04 million 
towards its contribution to the UN Common Fund 
(See following article), is to benefit from a loan of 
$6.45 million which will finance a biomass power 
scheme. The project includes the construction of a 
thermal power plant which will use rice husks as fuel. 
This is Mali’s sixth loan from the OPEC Fund, which 
has so far disbursed $36.5 million, most of it to help 
meet the country’s balance of payments deficit. 

Sao Tome and Principe, the Seychelles, Dominica 
and Djibouti have each been allocated $1 million as 
balance of payments support. Each of these countries’ 
borrowing from OPEC is extremely low, varying between 
a total of $1.3 million and $2.5 million. 


CSO: 43C0/86 





IRAN 


PRE-ELECTION COMMENTS ON RAJA'I'S NOMINATION 
Paris IRAN LIBRE in French 21 Jul 81 pp 1, 2 


[Text] In the Islamic Republic, the Friday [24 July] prayer is one of the means of 
mass communication used regardless of the conventional media such as the press, 
radio and television. It allows conveying the orders of the revolutionary clergy in 
record time from the top to the base of the social pyramid. This is no longer a 
gathering of the faithful but rather a political meeting. The authorities use that 
ceremony to broadcast their instructions explaining to their audience that should 
they ignore them, they will be failing in their religious duty. 


This is how a week ago, the electoral campaign for the post of president of the 
republic was simultaneously launched in several towns during the Friday prayer. The 
watchword is the same everywhere: everybody has the religious duty of going to the 
polls and casting a vote for the candidate whom Khomeyni wants to put in the post of 
president of the Islamic Republic. 


But the Tudeh Party (Iranian Communist Party), always ready to pretend to be follow- 
ing the "road indicated by the Imam" had just announced that it would support the 
candidature of Raja'i, the current prime minister. The Tudeh Party has ordered its 
militants and supporters to vote for him. 


Simultaneously, all the Islamic organizations and associations in the country have 
issued communiques announcing their decision to vote for Rajai'. 


As for the government, it has just published a list with the names of four candidates 
accepted in the presidential race: 


1. Mohammad-Ali Raja'i: the present prime minister. Non-commissioned officer in 
the Air Force under the old regime, he was discharged then sent to prison on a sex 
charge--he was caught in the act of committing sodomy with a soldier. After being 
released, he became involved in subversive underground activities while it seems 
that his profession was teaching. During the first weeks of Khomeyni's stay in 
Teheran, he was serving tea to the “Imam's" visitors. Raised to the rank of prime 
minister through the intrigues of the diabolical Beheshti, and while he had no idea 
of what a government was, he fulfilled his mission: his role was to oppose Bani- 
Sadr, then president. This he did. A zealous flunkey, he got to like the power 
game. Today, he is the appointed candidate of the Islamic Republic Party, the ranks 
of which have been decimated by the assassination attempt of 28 June. 











2. Habib-Ollah Asgar-Oladi: now deputy to the Islamic Parliament. Terrorist, 
active member of the Islam Fedayeen group (the Iranian branch of the Muslim Brother- 
hood), he was directly implicated in the assassination of Prime Minister Hassan-Ali 
Mansour in 1965. That is the reason why he spent several years in prison under 

the old regime. 


3. Abbas Shebani: physician and pro-Khomeyni militant of long standing, he was 
minister of agriculture during the brief period between the fall of Bargazan's pro- 
visional government and the time when Bani-Sadr became president. 


4, '‘Ali-Akbar Parvaresh: a man who has always been pro-Khomeyni and is now vice 
president of the Islamic Parliament. 


In fact, although they are all faithful to Khomeyni's bloodthirsty doctrine, Raja'i's 
three competitors stand a very poor chance of being elected and they are nothing but 
a "guard of honor" for Raja'i wno, thanks to their candidature, will give the impres- 
sion of having been properly elected and appointed while he will have had the advan- 
tage of a rigged election. 


This is the week when the Islamic Republic will hold the first ballot in the presi- 
dential election. The outcome is known in advance. In the same way as Bani-Sadr 
won in the past only because that is what the "Imam" wanted, Raja'i will be the 
winner because that is what Khomeyni has decided. And Iran will get another puppet. 


But this time and in order to make people forget the discredit brought upon the 
Islamic Republic by Bani-Sadr's betrayal, they want at all cost for Raja'i to get 
more than 11 million votes. Bani-Sadr in fact got that many votes. 


For that purpose, a draft bill has been introduced in Parliament reducing the voting 
age to 15. 


Undoubtedly, ballot boxes will be placed in the many overpopulated prisons as it has 
been done in all the elections held over the last two and one-half years. These 
ballot boxes, as usual, will only produce votes for the official candidate since 

the victims have no other choice but to vote for their torturers. The mental 
patients from the psychiatric hospital of the town of Mashad will probably be re- 
quired to vote once more with the tragedy turning into a farce. 


Yes, Raja'i, who is already beaming at the thought of his incoming victory and who 
suddenly has learned again how to shave, will certainly get more than 11 million 
votes. But our readers will not be impressed by the figures announced. They are 
too well aware of the nature of Khomeyni's dictatorship to be deceived by the actors 
of a farce. 
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TRAN 


BAHA'IS ARE LEAVING IRAN TO ‘ESCAPE GENOCIDE" 
Paris IRAN LIBRE in French 20 Jul 81 p 3 


[Text] Last week, the BBC special correspondent did a reportage in Pakistan dealing 
with the Baha'is refugees from Iran. 


Due to the persecutions suffered by followers of that sect in the Islamic Republic, 
the Baha'is are leaving Iran en masse in an attempt to escape genocide. Those whom 
the BBC correspondent was able to meet numbered about 100 and they were all cadres 
belonging to the intellectual elite: teachers, physicians and civil servants. They 
received anonymous letters. To survive, they joined the exodus. 


It should be pointed out that Baha'ism bars its followers from taking part in 
political life and even advises them not to defend themselves if they are attacked. 
This explains how Khomeyni's "justice" is having such an easy time in wiping out 
that religious community which, with 500,000 followers, was the largest religious 
minority in Iran in the past. 


The Baha'i oral tradition has been saying for a long time that an inescapable dis- 
aster will shake Iran down to its foundations around 1976. Since 1973, the sect 
leadership has been advising their fellow-Baha'is whose moral fiber was considered 
to be weaker to expatriate themselves. This is why thousands of Baha'is left Iran 
between 1973 and 1978. Those who remained behind to face developments, did so 
fully conscious of what would happen and for the purpose of keeping the fervor of 
their religion alive. 


Today, the repression has become so savage that even the most courageous have had 
to become resigned to go into exile. At the same time, others have ended by con- 
verting to Islam to escape unavoidable death. 


Some Baha'is were among the most brilliant members of the Iranian society. It is a 
shame that they chose to suffer when on the grounds of their ability alone they 
could have prevented what happened. At least, let us hope that now they will join 
those who are fighting. 


IRAN LIBRE deeply deplores the crimes committed against the Bah'i community and 
assures that community of its unfailing support. 
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NUMERICAL DETAILS ON IRANIANS EXECUTED IN ONE MONTH 
Paris IRAN LIBRE in French 20 Jul 81 pp 3, 4 


[Text] The vicious circle of violence whirls faster and faster in the Islamic 
Republic where the principle of an eye for an eye takes the place of justice. The 
government counters the assassination attempts carried cut by its opponents with 
mass executions which are immediately followed by more attempts leading to further 
reprisals and this goes on and on. During the past week, assassination attempts 
and executions have followed one another at a diabolical rate and it is hard to 
imagine what the ultimate result of this will be. The 20 attempts which the press 
reported to have taken place in just two days, 12 and 13 July, were retaliated with 
many executions. The death toll for last week was as follows: 





Thursday, 9 July 5 Majahedin in Amol and Bershahr 
1 ordinary soldier in Ispahan 
1 trafficker in Tabriz 
2 counterrevolutionaries in Sari 
Friday, 10 July 4 Mcjahedin in Lahidjan 
2 Mojahedin in Shiraz 
Saturday, 1l July 2 leftists in Masdjede-Soleyman 
2 traffickers in Gorgan 
1 trafficker in Hamadan 
1 counterrevolutionary in Lahidjan 
1 leftist trafficker in Kurdistan 
Sunday, 12 July 5 Mojahedin in Behshahr 
4 counterrevolutionaries in Sanandadj 
Monday, 13 July 12 persons (political) in Teheran 
11 persons (various) in the provinces (Gorgan, 
Ghaem-Shal, Lahidjan, Rezayeh, 
Langaroud) 
Wednesday, 15 July 4 leftists in Amol and Ispahan 
3 Mojahedin in Behshahr 








Thursday, 16 July 3 Majahedin in Teheran 
1 counterrevolutionary in Tabriz 
3 traffickers in Hamadan 
4 drug traffickers in Tabriz 
1 counterrevolutionary in Astara 


A total of 73 persons were executed in just one week, 
The total number of executions for the period starting on Saturday, 20 June and 


ending on Friday, 17 July is 214 persons as officially reported by the Islamic 
authorities, 
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IRAN 


NEGOTIATIONS RENEWED TO OBTAIN IRON ORE FROM INDIA 
Tehran TEHRAN TIMES in English 26 Jul 81 pl 


[Text] Tehran (Pars)--In an exclusive interview with Hejazi Deputy Manager of the 
Iranian National Steel Company, in charge of mining, the controversial agreement 
signed between Iran and India five years ago was discussed. 


He said that according to a contract signed between the two governments over five 
years ago, the 2x-regime had agreed to grant a loan worth dollars 630 million to 

be used for expansion of an iron ore mine in that country through an Indian com- 

pany called Kodormokh. 


In return the company had agreed to supply the Iranian Steel Manufacturing Company 
with the needed iron ore. The sum of dollars 255 million of the said load was 
paid to the Indian government before the end of the old regime. However, due to 
one-sided nature of the contract, the Islamic Revolutionary government of Iran 
refused to pay the balance. 


The repayment of the loan was for Iran to receive a total of 150 million tons of 
iron ore from the said company over 20 years. 


While the price was calculated to make Iran pay more than dollar 25 per ton, 
whereas the 1981 price of iron ore is less than that. Another article of the 
contract forbade Iran to sell the product to any third party in case Iran was not 
able to consume it while the Indian company reserved the right to sell the product 
to any other and charge Iran for any difference in the price obtained. 


Hejazi added that a few meetings had been held between the representatives of the 
Indian company and Iran and the outstanding issues have been reviewed. 


Some changes in the contract have been agreed upon and more negotiations are under- 


way to amend other one-sided articles. 


Among the items agreed was to oblige the company to deliver to Iran iron ore with 
66.5 purity instead of just the 40 per cent originally specified in the contract. 
It has been agreed that Iran will take delivery of 2.5 million tons of iron ore 
per year in the current year which will be increased to 5 million tons in about 

3 years. 
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BRIEFS 


GOVERNOR GENERAL ESCAPES ASSASSINATION--Tehran (Pars)--The newly appointed acting 
governor general of the province of Gilan on the Caspian Sea and his deputy es- 
caped an assassination attempt on their lives in the city of Rasht on Saturday 
evening. Nassrollah Shadnoosh and his deputy were riding in a car along with 
their bodyguards when their car was stopped by occupants of two other cars in 
front of Rasht National Park in central part of the city. The assailants opened 
fire from two sides and the body guards fired back. Although all the windows of 
the governor's car were shattered, nobody was seriously hit. Shadnoosh received 
minor injury in the left hand and one of the guards was also slightly wounded in 
the head. The report indicates that both the governor and his deputy resumed their 
daily work yesterday and the guard was released from hospital. It is recalled 
that the previous governor general of Gilan and his deputy were both martyred by 
gunmen in the city of Rasht last month. [Text] [Tehran TEHRAN TIMES in English 
27 Jul 81 p 1) 


FORMER GOVERNOR SEEN IN PARIS=--Paris (Pars)--Pars correspondent from Paris re- 
ported that in the clashes organized by counter-revolutionaries to disturb the 
Friday prayers in the French capital the former military governor of Najafabad 
who is wanted by the Iranian government, was recognized and temporarily detained 
by Moslem students. Captain Zolfaghari was responsible for ordering the killing 
of many civilians in Najafabad during mass demonstrations against the ex-shah 3 
years ago. The same source indicated that various elements against the Islamic 
government of Iran had collaborated in Paris to ensure that the weekly Friday 
prayers of the Iranian Moslem students would not take place. They occupied the 
usual place for prayers in the university and did not hesitate to shower the stu- 
dents with all kinds of obscenities. Among those actively participating in the 
abuse was Captain Zolfaghari, who was recognized and arrested by the Moslem stu- 
dents, but later freed by the police. This incident was reported to the French 
media by Pars and was mentioned by two television stations the same night. The 
fugitive ex-military governor is reported to be living in Paris on an Iraqi 
passport. [Text] [Tehran TEHRAN TIMES in English 27 Jul 81 p 1] 


NEW PUBLICATIONS--Tehran--Following the efforts of the Deputy Ministe): of Islamic 
Guidance for International Affairs, the Ministry of Guidance is publishing maga- 
zines, by the names of ‘Iraq the Aggressor’, "Imam and the Ummat”", ‘he Hostage 
Taking', ‘The Voice of Islam', 'Mahjuba‘', ‘Letter of the islainic Revolution’, and 
‘Jang' in English. Also the books entitled; ‘Coming to One's Senses’, ‘Capitalism', 
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"Martyrdom', 'The Visage of Mohammed (SAW)', ‘Hajj', ‘If the Pope and Marx did not 
Exist', all by martyred Dr. Ali Shariati, the great Moslem sociologist, have been 
published. In addition the following books were also published. ‘The Important 
Duty of the Iranian People’, by Leila Kashani; ‘Islam's Cadre', by Engineer Mehdi 
Bazargan; ‘Imam Ali's (AS) Letter to Malek-el-Ashtar', translated by Allameh Rashid 
Torabi; and the letters and sermons of Imam Ali (AS) from ‘'Nahjul Balagha', trans- 
lated by Seyyed Mahmud Asghar Hosseini. People who are interested in these books, 
can buy them from the Ministry of Islamic Guidance office located in Keshavarz 
Boulevard. [Text] [Tehran TEHRAN TIMES in English 27 Jul 81 p 2] 
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IRAQ 


MINISTER GIVES OVERVIEW OF TRANSPORTATION, COMMUNICATION DEVELOPMENT 


Baghdad BAGHDAD OBSERVER in English 17 Jul 81 p 6 


[Text] 


During the last few years 
large scale transport and com- 
munications projects have been 
carried out; extensive services 
have been developed on up-to 
date scientific bases to meet 
the growing public demand and 
facilitate the implementation 
of national development plans. 

A comprehensive picture on 
the significant role undertaken 

the Ministry of Transport 
and Communications has been 
expressed by Mr. Sa’doun 
Ghaidan, Revolution Command 
Council member and Minister 
of Transport and Communica- 
tions, in an interview with the 
Baghdad Observer. 


Beginning and future 


The transport and communi- 
cations sector can be viewed 
through the perspectives of two 
phases, pre-revolution and post- 
revolution the Minister said. 

Proceeding from the princi- 
ples and objectives highlighted 
by the Political Report of the 
8th Regional Conference of the 
Arab Ba’th Socialist Party and 
in line with the objectives of 
the National Development Plan 
to accomplish a comprehsnsive 
socio-economic development, 
the transport and communica- 
tions sector has had to be so 
developed as to provide every 
ancillary facility to render the 


implementation of development 
plans feasible and _ effective, 
he added. 

Before July 17 Revolution of 
1968, this vital sector failed to 
attract due attention; it was in 
no way considered a vital pre- 
requisite for a far-reaching 
countrywide development in 
various walks of life. 


Following the Revolution, the 
leadership of the Arab Ba’th 
Socialist Party devoted consid- 
erable attention to the develop- 
ment of transport and commu- 
nications to help carry out the 
ambitious development plans. 
In 1970, a State Organisation 
for Land Transport was establi 
shed (initially an affiliate of 
the Ministry of Economic). In 
1976 the Organisation was so 
expanded as. to embrace five 
specialised transport establish- 
ments with a countrywide cove- 


‘Tage. 


Meanwhile, railway networks 
which had been totally neglect- 
ed before the Revolution have 
now become of a country-wide 
coverage, serving the major 
objective of transporting capital 
goods, spare parts and various 
other types of essential com- 
modities both for public and 
private consumption. Alongside 
this development in the railway 
services, up-to-date facilities 
have been introduced to help 
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develop traffic control in line 
with international standards. 
Following July 17 Revolution, 
a major line connecting Bagh- 
dad with Hosaiba, en route 
Falloja, Ramadi and Ana, thro- 


gh the Iraqi-Syrian borders was 


commenced with in 1978; it is 
to be completed in 1982. 

The Minister disclosed that 
2 plan was drawn up by the 
Ministry for the development 
of this sector. The plan envis- 
aged raising railway line capa- 
cities and expanding railway 
networks; modern wagons and 
locomotives have been suppli- 
ed whereas up-to-date mainten- 
ance facilities are being provid- 
ed. 


Water transport 

This sector, the Minister add- 
ed, had been totally discredited 
before the Revolution, with the 
marine transport being confined 
to two vessels, namely July 14 
and Ramadhan 14, with a load- 
ing capacity of 6000 tons each. 

After the Revolution, 12 new 
vessels were purchased with an 
overall tonnage having increas- 
ed to 114,000. Navigation lines 
have expanded in such a way 
as to cover a broad spector. 
River navigation has also been 
subject to intensive attention 
tv have it developed in line 
with the upsurge in the field 





of transportation. 


A number of committees have 
been formed to conduct econ- 
omic and technical feasibility 
studies to develop river trans- 
portation. The Baghdad-Basrah 
line is considered the nucleaus 
of prospectively extensive net- 
work. In the meantime, 100 
boats of a total loading capa- 
city of 500 tons have been pur- 
chased to serve as the initial 
fleet on the Baghdad-Basrah line. 


Iraqi ports 


In 1967, Iraq had 12 docks in 
all its ports, three in Um Qasir 
and nine in Margil, with a total 
capacity of 1.5 million tons. 


After the Revolution, the 
capacity was raised to 14 mill- 
ion tons in 1980, with the 
number of docks having increas- 
ed to 28. Ten other docks are 
being built and 13 others are 
to be added to raise the total 
capacity to 27 million tons per 
annum. 


Telecommunications 


Upto 1968, telecommunica- 
tions were confined to telephone 
lines connected to out-dated 
exchanges with a total capa- 
city of 60,000 lines, added to 
carrier waves for inter-city tele- 
communications. As for comm- 
unications with the outside 
world, a few limited capacity 
systems were used. 


Following the Revolution, 
considerable atention was devot- 
ed to this vital sector. Up-to- 
date facilities have been establi- 
shed for inter-city and inter- 
national communication. Amo- 
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ng the major achievements in 
this field are the highly sophis- 
ticated telephone, telex and 
microwave networks which 
facilitate swift connections with 
even the remotest parts of the 
world. Fully automatic exchun- 
ges have been installed for this 
purpose. 


Postal services 


Although postal services had 
been traditionally old in Iraq, 
they only received little atten- 
tion before the revolution. The 
Situation has totally changed 
Since the Revolution. Postal 
service; are currently being 
consider:d within the context 
of overa] national development 
plans to help promote their 
services to cope with the grow- 
ing demand for this vital 
activity. Modern buildings, 
up-to date facilities and newly 
developed techniques are being 
introduced. Training § centres 
are now providing efficient and 
trained personnel to run this 
vital activity. 


Civil aviation 


The old Baghdad Aijrport, 
which was the only civil avia- 
tion facility in Iraq before the 
Revolution, was soon found to 
be of no avail in the rapidly- 
growing international relations 
of post-Revolution Iraq. 


The Baghdad International 
Airport, which was opened on 
January 8, 1970, provided land- 
ing and take-off facilities for 
modern aircraft. 

The National Development 
Plan envisaged the necessary 
Studies for the construction of 
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a new huge airport in Baghdad 
to meet international standards 
of technical and scientific deve- 
lopment, with a modern air 
ports to be built in Basrah, 
Mosul a id Arbil to serve Inca! 
routes. 


The new “Saddam Hussein 
Airport” is to be completed 
by the end of 1982 to rank 
airports in the world in terms 
among the most sophisticated 
of technological equipment 
and control facilities. 


Iraqi Airways 


Air transport services began 
in Iraq in 1946, when chartered 
planes were used for the tran- 
sportation of passengers and 
goods. In 1955, the Iraqi Air- 
ways purchased four Viscount 
aircraft which continued in 
service until 1964, when three 
Trident aircrafts were purch- 
ased. 


The Iraqi Airways had had 
to encounter a large number of 
difficulties until July 17 Revolu- 
tion, when a new phase of dev. 
elopment began. By the year 
1974, a contract was concluded 
for the purchase of five modern 
Boeing aircrafts to be added to 
the Iraqi fleet. In 1976 another 
six Boeing aircrafts, including 
two Jumbo type, were received 
to provide a facility consisting 
of eleven aircrafts operative 
on an extensive network of 
airlines. 


A recent contract was con- 
cluded for the purchase of 
another five Boeing aircrafts, 
including two Jumbos, to be 
added to the ever-growing fleet 
of Iraqi Airways planes. 





IRRIGATION MINISTER CITES PROJECTS 


Baghdad BAGHDAD OBSERVER in English 17 Jul 81 p 12 


[Text] 


Within the intensive atten- 
tion devoted by the Iraqi Go- 
yernment, irrigation is conside- 
red among the major infrastru- 
ctures which are bound to ac- 
complish far-reaching founda- 
tions for agricultural develop- 
ment. 

A large number of dams and 
irrigation projects have  veen 
carried out to piovide irriga- 
tion water to vast areas of 
land over the last 13 years, 
with a view to reaching a sta- 
ndard of ample bases for sub- 
Lsequent agricultural develop- 
ment. 


In a statement on the acti- 
vities of the Ministry of Irriga- 
tion, Mr. Abdul Wahab Mah- 
moud, the minister said, “The 
Ministry of Irrigation  wunder- 
takes, among other basic tasks, 
the responsibility of develop- 
ing water resources in the cou- 
ntry: hence it has to shoulder 
the following tasks: 


“| — Preserving water reso- 
urces and developing new and 
growing sources of water sup- 
ply to help develop the agricul- 
tural sector to the levels sou- 
ght by the leadership and bring 
about the necessary conditions 
for establishing agro-industrial 
projects. 


“2 — Building dams, reser- 
voirs and other irrigation pro- 
jects whic are required for the 
organisation of irrigation net- 
works and distribution of wa- 
ter in the most possible rational 
way to even the rernotest parts 
of the country. 

“3 — Reclaiming, refertilis- 
ing and desalinating the soil in 
the areas where the agricultu- 
ral sector had suffered from 
neglegence in the past. 

“4 — Maintaining irrigation 
and drainage networks and ad- 
ministering irrigation canals.” 


In his account of the irriga- 
tion projects carried out since 
July 17, 1968, the Minister 
said, “Right from the beginning 
of the current upsurge in ag- 
ricultural development, i.e. 
thirteen years ago, a large num- 
ber of irrigation projects have 
been put into effect. These 
have significantly replaced a 
number of projects which had 
been established since 1950, be- 
ugg of no avail in the’ course 
of attempts to develop the ag- 
ricultural sector. In fact, agri- 
cultural projects had been car- 
ried out without premeditaed 
developmental planning, hence 
their exclusive benefit to the 
feudalists and other narrow 
interested circles. This had also 
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applied to the | pattern along 
which drainage projects’ were 
undertaken. 


“Proceeding from the princip- 
les of July 17 Revolution, five- 
year plans were drawn up to 
incompass a large number of 
integrated irrigation and land 
reclamation projects, based on 
the following prerequisites whi- 
ch may be termed as a corner- 
stone for a far-reaching agricul- 
tural development: 

“1 — The water balance stu- 
dy, involving a study of the 
comprehensive plan for the 
development of land and water 
resources in Iraq. So far, the 
first and second stages of this 
study have been concluded. 


“2 — Commencement of thc 
general mainstream project, 
involving the construction of a 
156 km.-long canal for _ irriga- 
tion and drainage purposes. 
The first stage of this project 
has already been completed and 
the second commenced with; 
it aims at draining water out 
to the sea to avoid polluting 
river water. 

3 — Improving of Lower 
Diyala Area, through the exe- 
cution of Khalis, Miqdadiva, 
Muz and Upper Euphrates, irri- 
gation and drainage projects, 














the latter of which is to provide 
irrigation water to 250,000 Do- 
nums on both banks of the 
Euphrates River. Aski Kalak 
Irrigation Project in Arbil, co- 
vering an area of 53,000 Do- 
nums, is also considered in this 
respect. Its first stage has al 
ready been completed 


“4 — Saqlawiya, Yousifiya 
and Latifiy irrigation and drai- 
nage projects, covering an area 
exceeding millions of donums 
of arable land. 


“5 — Husseiniya Irrigation 
and Drainage Project, added to 
Dalmaj Irrigation and  Drain- 
age Project, which cover an 
area of 448,000 Donums, part 
of which, i.e. al-Mazar Project, 
has been completed, whereas 
the other parts, i.e., Husseiniya 
and Hiwar, covering an area 
of 210,000 donums, are being 
carried out. 


“6 — Salman Pak Drainage 
Project covering an area of 
250,000 donums, in which the 
major part of earth-moving and 
excavation works has been com- 
pleted. 


‘7? — Kirkuk Irrigation Pro- 
ject covering an area of one 
million Donums where oleage- 
nous seed cultivation is to be 
enhanced to met industrial de- 
mand.” 


Other irrigation and drainage 
projects are in the process of 
designing; they include Al- 
Jazira Irrigation Project, cover- 
ing an area of one million do- 
nums, which is considered a 
major contribution to the food 
security programme. It is bou- 
nd to provide an export-orien- 
ted surrius of food supplies. 


A major project is the Mosul 
Dam, which is bound to provide 
irrigation water to about one 
million donums of arable land. 
The project envisages a storage 





capacity of 12 billion cu.m. of 


flood water, besides generating 
1034 Megawatts of power to be 
utilised in industry and other 
purposes. 


The Mosul Dam which was 
commenced with in 1981 will 
be completed in 1986, with the 
storage facilities to be comp- 
leted by the end of 1984. 

Another major project is the 
Haditha Dam on the Euphrates 
River, which was commenced 
with in 1978 and will be com- 
pleted in 1984-1985. This will 
provide a power generating ca- 
pacity of about 600 megawatts 


Bakhma Dam project,  ailsv 
currently under consideration, 
is another major irrigation pro- 
ject. It is bound to provide a 
storage capacity of 13 _ billion 
cu.m. and generate 2000 megu- 
watts of electric power. 


Meanwhile, a number of 
small dams have been built in 
the Western Desert area, e.g. 
Rutba Dam in which water is 
being stored for irrigation and 
nomad settlement purposes. 
Other projects in this category 
are Ogila and Shabaka Dams 
which serve sheep-keepers in 
the Western Desert. 


A multi-purpose project is 
being carried out in Tharthar 
area to connect the Tigers with 
the Euphrates; this project whi- 
ch is expected to be comple- 
ted in 1984 will provide flexi- 
bility in the utilisation of wa- 
ter in the Tigris and Euphrates, 
including the elevation of wa- 
ter level for feasible naviga- 
tion. 

Speaking of the scientific te- 
chniques introduced to the 
irrigation sector, the Minister 
pointed out that proceedinz 
from the directives of Presi- 
dent Saddam Hussein, univer- 
sities and institutes of techno- 


logy are being approached with 
a view to having most up-to- 
date scientific research and te- 
chniques applied to irrigation 
and drainage projects so as to 
accelerate the pace of develop- 
ment. 


A comprehensive programme 
has been drawn up by the 
Ministry of Irrigation to uti- 
lize science and technology in 
the execution of _ irrigation, 
drainage and dam building pro- 
jects. 

For instance, the main and 
sub-canals are being coated 
with concrete or similar alter- 
natives to save large quantities 
of water, prevent pollution, 
avoid sedimentation and  pre- 
clude seepage. 


The computer is being used 
in drawing up designs for a 
number of irrigation and drai- 
nage projects with a view to 
securing fast and accurate re- 
sults. In all these projects, the 
universities and institutes of 
technology are contributing to 
help carry out and devlop irri- 
gation projects, dam construc- 
tion, canal coating and other 
relative undertakings. 

To keep up with _ scientific 
and technological development, 
the Ministry of Irrigation has 
established a centre for water 
research at a cost of ID. 7 
million to concentrate on the 
design; and c nstruction of 
canals and dams, the analysis 
of soil and construction mate- 
rials, the compilation of data, 
etc. 


The State Organisation for 
Land Reclamation is undertak- 
ing a large number of research 
works related to drainage con- 
struction and _ specifications; 
the most appropriate means of 
coating canal networks are 
being considered within the 
context of an extensive scien- 
tific research undertaken by 
the Organisation. 
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Another major aspect of the 
Ministry of Irrigation’s activity 
is the development and utilisa- 
tion of subterranean’ water; 
artesian wells are been dug in 
various parts of the desert land. 
So far, 4500 wells have beer 
developed during the last 13 
years in the villages and coun- 
tryside in the desert areas, to 
be utilized for human consum- 
ption and agriculture. No dou- 
bt, underground water is con- 
sidered a_ national resource 
which should be duly preser- 
ved. This is the subject of a 
study on the storage and pre- 
servation of subterranean 
water. 


It is to be noted that the 
Ministry of Irrigation comman- 
ds a highly developed appara- 
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tus for artesean  well-drilling, 
maintenance and operation. A 
large number of hydrological 
maps have been prepared to 
help develop this essential na- 
tional resource. 


Regarding future plans of the 
Ministry, the Minister said, “A 
working paper has been prepa- 
red envisaging prospects for 
the development of water reso- 
urces and arable land for the 
years 1980-1985. The paper will 
be discussed by various other 
relative sectors, e.g. the Minis- 
try of Agriculture, Ministry of 
ndustry and the Ministry of 
Municipalities. It was conside- 
red and approved by the Ca- 
binet in July 1980, and is to 
be put into effect for the deve- 
lopment of this major sector.” 
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RAMADAN LAUDS POPULAR ARMY WAR EFFORTS 


Baghdad BAGHDAD OBSERVER in English 17 Jul 81 pp 4, 5 


[Text] 





The Commander in Chief of 
the Popular Army has announ- 
ced that the power of the Po- 
pular Army reached a level 
which is by far higher than 
that of the pre-war period as 
regards manpower _ strength, 
armament and training. 

Mr. Thah Yassin Ramadhan. 
who was speaking in an exclu- 
sive interview with the Baghdad 
Observer on occasion of the 
13th anniversary of the 17—30 
July Revolution of 1968, declar- 
ed that the Popular Army 
admitted volunteers from the 
Arab countries and would con- 
tinue to do so “not out of the 
need for more fighters but in 
order to build more bridges of 
understanding among Arabs’ 
for their common cause. 

In the _ interview, Mr. 
Ramadhan spoke extensively 
about the evolution of the Po- 
pular Army as a special expe- 
riment that has contributed to 
the cohesion of the _ pe- 
ople and_ the large-scale 
role undertaken in the 
current battle against the Per- 
sian aggressors. He disclosed 
that Popular Army members 
from the Autonomous Region 
exceeded 30,000 and the num- 
ber would top 35,000 by the 


end of the year. 

The Commander in Cheif said 
that it would be impossible in 
a brief session to talk about 
the Popular Army and cover 
the entire experimcnt. that 
produced this force — to talk 
abuut the beginning of this 
force as an idea and its cryst- 
alisation into a major formula 
and as an instrument of revolu- 
tionary building within the 
context of the new progressive 
pattern created in Iraq. “But 
on the anniversary of the glori- 
ous 17—30 July Revolution, 
which has come _ about whilst 
our country is fighting a large 
scale national battle over the 
past 11 months, it behoves us 
to cite with high commenda- 
tion the role undertaken by the 
various contingents of the Po- 
pular Army righ’ from _ the 
first days of the battle”. 

A special experiment 

Mr. Ramadhan said that the 
Popular Army “is an experi- 
ment which drew great atten- 
tion of writers and commenta- 
tors and therefore the Army’s 
splendid role in the battle aga- 
inst the Persian has not been 
a surprise to us. The background 
and the method of action that 
gave rise to this formidable 
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force some 11 years ago served 
a reason for its present stand 
towards the crucial circumsta- 
neces through which Iraq _ is 
passing”’. 

The achievements of this 
Army in the battlefield furni- 
shed further evidence to the 
farsightedness and sound cal- 
culations involving its incep- 
tion, he said. Counting on 
Similar experiments in other 
countries and with acknowled- 
gement of quarters who are 
close to such experiments, the 
Iraqi Popular Army is a special 
cxperiment in its own right. 

“It is a special experiment in 
its formations, in its armament 
and in the enormous confidence 
that is implanted among its me- 
mbers. The type of weapons in 


high standard of its military 
training and the characteristi- 
cally different organisation and 
management. of its training 
camps have given this army the 
quality of a special experiment 
which is superlative to those 
of other militias in the world”, 
he said. 

“The kind of supplies and 
provisions and its self-admini- 
stration, also its special rela- 
tionship with the regular armed 











forces are all factors for the 
special experiment of the Po- 
pular Army. We have often 
said that the Popular Army is 
not an alternative or a parallel 
formation in relation to the 
armed forces. It is a formation 
which is complementary and 
subsequently a standing reserve 
force closely linked to the 
armed forces”. 

“Hence, there is nothing call- 
ed applied coordination with 
the armed forces as is existing 
in other militias of the world. 
This is because coordination 
problems’ inevitably occur in 
Other experiments and is con- 
firmed by lessons derived from 
the war period. Contingents of 
the Popular Army are in con- 
stant touch with the armed 
forces and all through there has 
been no problem nor has been 
any suggesion called coordina- 
tion’ with the armed forces”. 

“This is a proof of the clar- 
ity of vision and soundness of 
the edifice from the outset. 
Combatants and ranks of these 
formations had fully absorbed 
their role and known how to 
deal with the armed forces it. 
their capacity as integral part 
thereof. The formula of buildup 
had not been isolated from the 
armed forces because the Po- 
pular Army was only set up 
in the full knowledge of the 
regular armed forces and with 
their participation, beginning 
with armament, training and 
ending with how to perform 
assignments in the context of 
integration with them.” 

“The war rendered the abs- 
olute proof of the fact that it 
is the nature of building that 
provides the criterion and not 
subsequent procedures and 
measures taken to tackle pro- 
blems. The general command, 
with President Saddam Hussein 
in the forefront, on many occa- 
sions expressed its confidence 
in the Popular Army and its 
role in rebuilding our people 
according to the new revolu- 


tionary pattern”. ~——-—-——--- 

“The Popular Army’s_ con- 
tribution in this respect became 
abundantly clear to the masses 
of our Iraqi people and the 
entire people across the Arab 
arena. The phenomenon of the 
Popular Army is among out- 
Standing features of the 17—30 
July Revolution and one of its 
first experiments. It is well 
known that the raison d’etre 
for the creation of the Popular 
Army was in order for this 
forces to shoulder internal ass- 
ignments within boundaries of 
the country, largely related to 
protecting vital installations 
and security of citizens. It is 
to substitute the armed forces 
on some internal positions to 
the extent if basic contribution 
in anti-aircraft combat”. 


“This role of the Popular 
Army was well manifested from 
the first moments of the Per- 
sian aggression on our country. 
Combatants of the Popular 
Army gave a vivid example 
in performance of duties and 
in rallying the people around 
them and stretching firm brid- 
ges of confidence and coopera- 
tion with members of the pu- 
lic. I believe that this is one 
of the most important aspects 
achieved by contingents of the 
Popular Army whereas similar 
formations had failed to do so 
whether in previous experi- 
ments in our country such as 
the Popular Resistance and the 
National Guards or elsewhere"’. 


“Both latter experiments — 
Popular Resistance and Nation- 
al Guards — fell short of creat- 
ing the confidence and under- 
standing that are shared with 
the people. The experiment of 
the Popular Army achieved a 
great deal in this direction. We 
are now in the llth month of 
continual contact between Po- 
pular Army contingents and 
citizens. We find mutual confi- 
dence with members of the 
public gaining constant mome- 
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ntus and we see tranquility 
prevalent in all areas where 
Popular Army contingents are 
present”. 


Repulsing outside aggression 


Asked how the decision was 
made to commit Popular Army 
contingents for full-scale par- 
ticipation in the current war, 
Mr. Ramadhan said that the 
decision was made upon the 
desire of President Saddam 
Husein to give Popular Army 
contingents an additional role 
relating to repulsing outside 
aggression. “The move was not 
aimed to test the power of the 
Popular Army but was emanat- 
ed from a great confidence that 
this additional role shall be 
performed with excellence”, he 
said. 


Mr. Ramadhan said that the 
decision was based on the Pre- 
sident’s foreknowledge of the 
background of this great orga- 
nisation. The participation of 
the Popular Army in the battle 
outside the borders that is be- 
yond their own basic assign- 
ments as a militia was regarded 
as a secondary role. But with 
the passage of time, Popular 
Army contingents proved their 
combat ability and opted for 
full-scale involvement without 
encountering any genuine pro- 
blem. 


“The great confidence that 
is built between the Popular 
Army and our combatants of 
the armed forces led to the 
proposition of giving the Po- 
pular Army a new role repre- 
sented in the occupation of 
principal positions previously 
held by regular military com- 
bat forces. After thorough 
assessments of the new assign- 
ments it became _ possible for 
our combatants to perform this 
new role on a large scale in all 
fronts including the northern 
region”’. 











“Observation and reports of 
military commanders continued 
to testify to the growing cap- 
abilities of Popular Army com- 
batants which have given us 
additional pride. I believe that 
what made the Popular Army 


contingents assume such a sta- 
ndard of assignments is not 
only their military training and 
the special care given to them 
in their campings as much as 
their full faith and devotion 
to the objectives of their Re- 
volution and Party and their 
determination for sacrifice until 
victory is achieved”. 


“Nor is the Autonomous 
Region faraway from the prese- 
nce of Popular Army conting- 
ents. Although the growth of 
these contingents in the auton- 
omous region was _ relatively 
slow owing to the conditions 
prevailed at the time, they were 
there from the first years of 
the revolution in accordance 
with the programme drawn for 
their organisation in the region. 
The Autonomous Region was 
by no means the latest areas 
for the presence of the conting- 
ents. Provinces in the central 
area and in the south had the 
presence of Popular Army con- 
tingents much later in the 
Autonomous Region. 


“Despite all conditions and 
attempts made in the darkness 
against the presence of these 
formations, the Popular Army 
grew and expanded rapidly in 
response to great willingness 
and even pride among the sons 
of the Autonomous Region to 
become Popular Army members. 
As a result we now have the 
rate of Popular Army combat- 
ants in the Autonomous Region 
not lower than that of other 
provinces. In fact, the number 
of combatants of Popular Army 
in the Autonomous’ Region 
alone is expected to reach 
34,000 by the end of current 
1981. We now have over 30,000 


combatants with a large propor- 
tion of them assuming assign- 
ments in the region. The rate 
of combatants undertaking 
direct assignments is higher 
than that of combatants. in 
other provinces”. 


“Many combatants of the 
Autonomous Region repeatedly 
asked to be given a role in the 
central and southern § areas 
which are beyond their own 
respective areas and assign- 
ments. Actually a io-mation is 
regularly dispatched in altern- 
ate order to participate in Po- 
pular Army duties in the other 
areas”. 

Patriotic organisations 

Asked what political shades 
and affiliations were held by 
volunteers in the Autonomous 
Region, the Commander in Chief 
said those included people from 
patriotic organisations and in- 
dependent elements. “All have 
contributed effectively to the 
Popular Army in the region. 
The contribution is wider than 
that given by such people in 
other provinces which is a 
positive indication to adherence 
and support of all sons of the 
region te the Popular Army. 
Non-bathists are more than half 
and such a phenomenon is not 
existing in other provinces”. 


He continued: “In the war 
period a new phenomenon sur- 
faced for the Popular Army 
that is unknown to other mili- 
tias: the exceptional task of 
retraining and developing com- 
bat capability of fighters which 
entail a great deal of effort and 
exertion and which is coupled 
with the training of new me- 
mbers. Added to this is the 
number of new n:embers receiv- 
ing training having exceeded 
the number of trainees in the 
pre-war period. It is another 
added quality to the prepared- 
ness of the Popular Army and 
its efficient management”. 
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“The training plan for 1989 
was in the neihhourhood of 
26—28 percent n.ore than pres- 
cribed. This percentage was not 
accomplished in 1979 and 1978. 
The same standard of recruit- 
ment will be kept for 1981 
inspite of the gigantic tasks 
shouldered by the Popular 
Army.” 


Students and the Popular Army 


Referring to the enlistment 
of students to membership of 
the Popular Army, he said that 
“for the first time, the Popular 
Army is_ including students 
within its formations and under- 
taking their training, on a 
large scale, in numerous provi- 
neces. This task will be accom- 
plished 100 percent. The enlist- 
ing of more combatants is not 
dictated by the need for more 
fighters to serve in the front 
nor can this be regarded as to 
elevate and bolster their self 
condfidence. But in the long 
run such is required. This war 
is a wide one which means that 
the people ought to have wider 
role side by side with the armed 
forces as necessitated in the 
presence of the Popular Army. 
This is instrumental in increas- 
ing the cohesion between the 
sons of the people in all their 
social groups. By this way we 
can achieve the great objective 
which we aspire to”. 


Arab volunteers 


Asked about the number of 
Arab volunteers within the 
Popular Army, Mr. Ramadhan 
said that Arab volunteers came 
from most of the Arab coun- 
tries, They were mostly enah! 
ed by their own political condi- 
tions, some came from outside 
their own countries, others 
came direct from their own 
countries where political condi- 
tions permitted them. 


“Palestinians had greater 
share particularly those resid- 














ent in Iraq. But there is a 
large-scale voluntary movement 
among our Egyptian brethren. 
Arab volunteers will continue 
to be accepted not out of the 
need to numbers of combatants 
but in order to deepen the na- 
tionalist outlook of the war 
and to give Arab brethren an 
opportunity to contribute to 
the war in order to lay bridges 
of confidence and understand- 
ing among all Arabs. Over 5000 
Arabs have participated in the 
front and the number will in- 


crease in the future’, he said. 


The Commander in Chief 


stressed that the present power 


of the Popular Army reached 
a level which is by far higher 
than before the war. Most 


modern techniques of training 
are applied and new elements 
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are assigned to tackle whatever 
impediments and shortcomings 
experienced at the beginning 
of the war and in the transition 


of the Popular Army to its new 
role. All such conditions have 
now been tackled with the 


result that Popular Army’s cap- 


abilities are much greater and 
superlative in quality compar- 
ed with the pre-war conditions. 


He also said: “We are confi- 
dent that the Popular Army is 
capable of continuing the mar- 
ch forward with better effort, 


better power, and better organ- 
isation. It has invested to the 
best the rich experience in the 
war. We now study phenomena 


produced by the battle in order 
to invest them to the benefit 
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of the Popular Army’s power 
and the development of its 
level as a pioneering  experi- 
ment”. 


In conclusion, the Command- 
er in Chief spoke about the re- 
cruitment of women to the 
Popular Army confirming that 


there existed strong member- 
ship of women within the army. 
The women shouldered duties 
of civil defence and care, he 


said. “Acceptance of women in 
the Popular Army will contin- 
ue. We have introduced impro- 


vements on the programnies of 
first aid and civil defence ben- 
efiting from war experiences. 


Enlistment of women within 
the formations of t.- Popular 
Army is a healthy sign”. 














CONSTRUCTION, ROAD PROJECTS DISCUSSED 


Baghdad BAGHDAD OBSERVER in English 17 Jul 81 p 21 


[Article by Abed-Noor Abboud] 


[Text] 


There is an unpreceden- 


ted boom going on in the 
building and construction 
sector in Iraq with hund- 
reds of Dinars being inves- 
ted in construction of new 
motor-roads, bridges, hous- 
ing schemes, dams, etc. side 


by side with other develop- 
ment work in health, educ- 


ation, culture, scientific re- 
search and land reclama- 
tion. 


The main target in the 
Five Year Plan, launched 


this year, provides for the 


transfer of “our country to 


an advanced stage in the 
fields of science and tech- 


nology, in construction. ge- 
neral progress and econo- 


mic development”. Tremen- 


dous emphasis continues to 
be placed on the building 
programme which received 
28 percent of the total in- 


vestment programme of ID. 
1.9 bn. 


ID. 133 M. has been ex- 


pended on building and 


road projects due for com- 


pletion in current 1981. 
Further contracts recently 


signed bring the total sum 
for such projects to over 


ID. 2.732 bn. These inclu- 


de a 1,300-km long section 
of the international express- 
way, 12,308 kms-long roads. 


a number of civil airports, 
bridges, traffic junctions 
and 38,770 housing units. 


A recent statistical relea- 
se from the State Establi- 


shment for Roads and Bri- 
dges said that ID. 999.275M 


are being invested to build 
12,308 km of roads includ- 
ing 2,554 kms in the Sou- 
thern area at ID. 254.750M; 
3,865 kms in the Central 


area at ID. 318.873 M and 
5,889 kms in the Northern 
area at ID. 425.652 M. ID. 
1.250 bn was allocated to 
cover the 1,300-km section 
of the international express- 
way, a major road building 
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project now under constru- 
ction to link the Kuwaiti 
borders with the Syrian 
borders across the countrv. 


ID. 339 M. was allucated 
to build 100 major and mi- 
nor bridges and ID. 445M. 
to build three airports in 
Baghdad and the Provinces. 
There are 110 more buiid- 
ing projects under  const- 
ruction costing ID. 61 M 


According to Mr. Moha- 
mmad_ al-Mufti, Director- 
General of the State Estab- 
lishment for Roads _ and 
Bridges, more than 12,000 
kms of roads were now 
under construction in the 
country at an annual com- 
pletion rate of 2500-3000 
kms. There are 21 major 
and 75 minor bridges _ un- 
der actual construction and 
work will soon begin on 18 
other major bridges. 


He said that over - 2400 
km long roads and 17 brid- 














ges were built in Iraqi-held 
Iranian territory. The work 
done under difficult ‘var 
conditions was regarded a 


feat for Iraqi engineers and 
workers. 


There is an unpreceden- 
ted brisk activity in the bui- 
Iding of new housing units 
and residential complexes 
with new housing schemes 
worth ID. 98 M which are 
due to be inaugurated, or 
foundation stones laid, du- 
ring this week’s celebra- 
tions marking the 13th an- 
niversary of the 17th July 
Revolution of 1968. 7,355 
other housing units are due 
for distribution to new 
owners in 16 Provinces by 
the end 1981. They have 
cost ID. 72.511 m. Further 
42,000 housing units, cost- 
ing well over ID. 1.250 bn, 
are now under construc- 
tion. 


Among the most impor- 
tant contracts awarded this 
year was the ID. 1.410 bn 
contract of the Mosul Dam 
which is expected, after 
completion, to change the 
agricultural situation in a 
large part of Iraqi arable 
areas. It will reclaim more 
than one million donums of 
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land and will have a large 
electricity generation plant 
built over it. It is also ex- 
pected to improve river 
transportation between Ba- 
ghdad and Mosul. 


Another ambitious  pro- 
ject getting underway is 
the Baghdad metro, the 
first stave. a 32 kms line, 
should be completed by 
1990. The project with con- 
sulting engineering con- 
tract already awarded to a 
British firm, is expected tou 
cost more than ID. 1 bn. 


The problem that emer- 
ged through, under such a 
development boom, is that 
supply and demand cannot 
meet in the production of 
several items of the const- 
ruction materials. A case in 
point is that of the cement 
production, an item which 
has become increasingly 
scarce in spite of recorded 
increase in production ra- 
tes. With ever-increasing 
demands to feed develop- 
ment projects, Iraq reacted 
to the problem with a new 
chain of cement produc- 
tion factories springing in 


different parts of the coun- 


try. With contracts recen- 


tly signed for cement wor- 
ks being built in Kerbala, 
Nineveh, Anbar and other 
places, production in 1984 


will be more than 23 M 
tons. 


This year, the first year 
of the Five-Year Plan, has 
coincided with the war of 
aggression started by the 


Persians. One of the estab- 
lished objectives of the 


war has been to delay and 
disrupt Iraq’s construction 
and development program- 
mes. But to the dismay of 
the Persian enemy and 
their backers, Iraq’s budget 
came out with 38 percent 
increase on the 1980 bud- 
get at ID. 5.025 bn. 


Exceptionally high deve- 
lopment rates are being 
achieved in all sectors and 
countrymen are now fully 
mobilised to increase the 
country’s real material pos- 
sibilities side by side with 
repulsing the aggressors. 











ISRAEL 


AIR FORCE COMMANDER INTERVIEWED ON REACTOR RAID 
Tel Aviv BITA'ON HEYL HA'AVIR in Hebrew No 22, Jun 81 Insert pp 1-4 


[Article: "The Nuclear Reactor--"Bull's Eye’; Special Interview with Air Force 
Commander, Major General David Ivri"] 


[Text] After the commotion caused by the destruction of the nuclear reactor in 
Iraq quieted down somewhat, Major General David Ivri, the Air Force commander, 
found a few minutes to talk about some points of the operation especially for the 
readers of the Air Force newsletter. 


"First," the commander said, "the execution was perfect. Only the intended targets 
were hit. Not a single bomb hit an unintended target, such as another reactor or 
another installation. We made sure we did not cause casualties or nuclear radi- 
ation. 


"Second, one of the cornerstones of the operation, besides the planning and per- 
formance level, was the reliability of the equipment. Such a dangerous long-range 
mission cannot be undertaken unless we fully trust our equipment. Indeed, the lat- 
est Air Force equipment turned out to be most reliable. We may add that special 
installations were made for this operation in a short time and with minimal warning. 
In light of the results, we cannot help but congratulate the personnel of the main- 
tenance system--the planners, the engineers, and the aircraft technicians. This 
was also pointed out by the pilots who returned from the mission. 


"Another accomplishment was the full secrecy surrounding the operation. Despite 
its complexity and the large number of participants, the secrecy was total, without 
any leakage. Such secrecy made the ha&ir's breadth difference between total sur- 
prise and exposure, the cancellation of the operation, or even worse. 


"In sum," Major General Ivri said, "the Air Force has shown capability and a new 
dimension in its high planning and performance level while using new sophisticated 
equipment in every possible operational way." 


The Air Force commander saved the most newsworthy item till the end: "Some say we 
have worked in cooperation with Iran. Well, they are right!" He hastened to add 
with a smile: "Because of the Khomeyni revolution we got the F-16 planes sooner 
than expected and we were able to use them in this operation...." 
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The Leader: Only After Landing I Realized What We Have Done 


"As we approached our target we looked down and saw a complex surrounded by a thick 
cement wall," the leader of the formation which attacked the Osirak nuclear reactor 
near Bagdad relates. ‘The complex covered several hundred square meters, surrounded 
by a wall, The target itself was one building with a silver dome. The perimeter 
was less than 100 meters." 


The formation leader said little. The daring mission is only two days behind hin, 
but there is no sign of it. His voice does not reveal the magnitude of the respon- 
sibility he was given only 48 hours ago. 


He continued on: "We have known about the operation several months ahead of time. 
We kept practicing the smallest details. Even the chief of staff flew with us in 
one of the rehearsals. When we finished there was no doubt in anyone's mind we 
were fully prepared." 


Total Secrecy 


"I was not given the date of the operation until the day before, when the base com- 
mander came back from seeing the Air. Force commander. Everything was kept top 

secret. Not only did the women not know anything about what was going to take | 
place but also the officers and the technicians were kept in the dark. 


On Sunday (7 June 1981) we had our last briefing and we took off. The fast brief- 
ing proved one more time how well oiled we were for the mission." 


The planes took off with maximum fuel and bombs. The bombs were the usual ones, 
which had been tried in various operations. The attacking planes were escorted by 
planes ready for potential interception by enemy planes. "We took off in the after- 
noon and we flew until we reached the target." 


This is long flying time for a combat pilot. Even when the flight tak~s place in 
enemy airspace, there is time to think and wonder about the meaning of the oper- 
ation. What did the leader think about on the way to Iraq? 


Total Surprise 


"Flying time may seem short, depending, of course, on the circumstances," the leader 
smiles. "I was busy all the time navigating. As the leader of the formation I had 
to direct all the aircraft with total precision to the target. When you know sev- 
eral planes depend on you, follow you, and, above all, rely on you, you have no time 
for the problems of the world. 


"T was busy all the time with the operation. I kept looking at the fuel gauge, the 
formation behind me, all the airplane systems. The most potentially frustrating 
thing is a technical problem in one of the aircraft. This worried me more than 
anything else. Everything else we had taken care of beforehand." 


The planes did not encounter any resistance on the way to the target. No enemy 
planes, no anti-aircraft fire, no missiles. 
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Total Precision 

“Our surprise attack caught the enemy napping," the leader speculates. He was the 
first to bomb the reactor. "But when we reached the Osirak reactor, also called 
Tamuz by the Iraqis, we were greeted with strong anti-aircraft fire. The lack of 
alertness of the planes and missiles surprised us. The enemy could have done a lot 
better. 


"At that moment I didn't think about anything. I reached a point where I intended 
to release the bombs, I pushed the button, and another plane moved in after me. 
Everything worked like clockwork, exactly on schedule and at record speed." 


The flight back took less time than the flight to the target. "The tension was not 
nearly as great, although there were problems on the way back. We faced the danger 
of interception. The enemy planes had had enough time to intercept us. We kept 
looking at the radar, searching for enemy planes. 


"When we approached our base the others came up to me and prepared for the landing 
in a close formation. One of the tricks in such a mission is not to lose one's con- 
trol even on the way back. You should return in the most orderly manner, taking 

the quickest route, without showing off." 


"I Heaved A Sigh of Relief" 


The leader is careful not to become emotional. He speaks fluently, yet without 
sentimentality. Oniy this once he deviates from his factual account: "When we 
landed at the base I realized what we had done. I was apprehensive before we left. 
I am not a pessimist, but we were going hundreds of miles through enemy territory to 
a well guarded target. There were many critical risks. Only when I saw everyone 
get off the aircraft and assemble did I heave a sigh of relief." 


The Planner: "The Motto was Simplicity and Common Sense" 


The planner of the Air Force operation to destroy the Iraqi nuclear reactor--an 
operation of far-reaching strategic consequences--is younger than the state, having 
been drafted after the Six-Day War. 


The 32-year-old planner is a seasoned pilot who has flown Skyhawks, Phantoms, and 
Mirages, with combat experience as a Phantom pilot in the Yom Kippur War. In re- 
cent years he has worked as an operation planner, of which the most spectacular oper- 
ation is this perfectly planned and executed destruction of the Iraqi nuclear 
reactor. Months of planning and precise coordination, risking the unknown, went into 
this longest bombing mission in the history of the Air Force, in which the reactor 
was destroyed with exemplary precision and in record time. 


While the impact of the operation reverberated throughout the world, we met the 
pilot relaxing at home with his family in shorts and barefoot, like after an ordin- 
ary workday. This might have been the result of the motto which had guided him 
throughout the operation--be simple. 
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The pilot says: "y] was chosen to head the team which was directed to offer sug- 
gestions and present a plan for hitting the reactor. After weighing all the other 
alternatives, it was decided to use airplanes. 


[Question] What changes took place in the plan before its final draft? 


[Answer] "In the first stage we tried out different aircraft. We wanted to have 
the shortest possible attack while keeping a margin of safety. This is how we de- 
cided what airplane to use. That is, we wanted to make sure that even if some air- 
places were knocked out, the rest could carry out the mission. Such a long range 
operation over foreign territories forced us to think of solutions to make sure our 
men did not fall into enemy hands and remain helpless so far from our borders. 





Not to Endanger the Frenchmen's Lives 


As for ammunition, we decided to use the usual bombs, large size, but not too 
sophisticated or more than necessary. We wanted to keep it simple in order not to 
create too many risks and complications. 


Besides the target and the distance, we took into account the air threat. We were 
concerned about being discovered by the Jordanians, and later by the Saudis and the 
Iraqis. The target itself was protected by ground-to-air missiles. The Iraqis, of 
course, are at war with Iran. So we figured they would be at full alert. Hence 
the element of surprise was of the utmost importance. If they were forewarned about 
our arrival, the operation would have ended differently. The enemy planes could 
have engaged us on the way there. So our first concern was to arrive at the target 
secretly. This presented us with another challenge to insure the success of the 
operation. We had to find a course which would enable the planes to get there and 
back, do the bombing in different climactic conditions, and be able to maneuver in 
case of being discovered by the enemy. Many things were unpredictable, and we had 
to take them into consideration. 


[Question] How do you decide when to attack? 

[Answer] "We were not particularly concerned about the exact time of the attack. 
It was important to fly the right way and get there at the right time. But no 
special problems had emerged, and we were able to attack at the exact moment. 

"We set the time so as not to endanger the lives of the French scientists and tech- 
nicians, who at that time were off from work. This is also why we picked Sunday, 
which is the Sabbath for Frenchmen and Catholics." 

Only Scattered Anti-Aircraft Fire 


[Question] What were the unknowns during the planning? What was the extent of the 
risk for the pilots? 


[Answer] "There were many unknowns. For instance, we did not know if we would be 
discovered by the enemy, when, and how the enemy would react. 
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"We also didn't know which enemy would discover us. Im all of this there was a 
need for a great deal of resourcefulness on the part of the pilots. 


"The risk for the pilots was not small. The risk begins with any problems with the 
equipment. You are far from home and it would take a long time to be rescued. It 
is difficult to find a pilot in the desert, so far from home. There is a danger of 
landing in such territory, far away, where your life is in danger, and this concern 
accompanied the pilots. 


"The pilots were picked by the commanders according to their experience, and the 
plan was worked out before the operation, but the pilots were notified officially 
the first time we wanted to go into action only a couple of months ago." 


Flight Profile Training 
[Question] How did you train for such long range mission? 


[Answer] "We constructed a flight profile and kept practicing it, calculating the 
course, the range, the timing, and other details. The planes flew over our ter- 
ritory, in the same formation as the attack. We tried to make it as close to the 
actual attack as possible." 


[Question] How in your opinion was the operation conducted to its conclusion? 


[Answer] "We tried to put the plan into effect several times and each time we had 
to call it off for another reason. 


"The operation of destroying the Iraqi nuclear reactor was an exclusive operation 

of the Air Force. It was the longest bombing mission the force ever flew. Many 
people worked on it, many professionals who worked on all the details. My job was 
to check options, ideas, and consequences, put them together for a detailed plan 
which would answer the demands of the commanders, the immediate ones on up to the 
chief of staff. I became familiar with the smallest details of the operation, and 

I had to present it properly. I had to keep reexamining every idea, consider its 
worth, and decide whether to adopt it or not. There were discussions up to the last 
moment. So I don't see myself as the only planner of the operation, but rather as 
the director, or the one who put it together. 


"The operation was carried out better than any training flight which I had partici- 

pated in until now, and there was perfect coordination between the plan and the 

execution. It was almost like a movie. Such perfect performance and planning is 

only possible, of course, when the pilots and the planes are of a given quality. 

All one has to do is put them together with the other factors which make the oper- 

ation successful. * 


Common Sense of Creative Thinking 
[Question] Would the plan have looked differently if someone else had planned it? 
[Answer] “Another person might have given the Air Force commander other sugges- 


tions. We certainly could have done it differently, yet with the same degree of 
success." 
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[Question] What qualifications do you need to plan this operation? 


[Answer] "First of 711, I have experience as a combat pilot, and a great deal of 
experience as a Phantom pilot in the Yom Kippur War. My special background is due 
mainly to flying Phantoms, which necessitated input in planning and attack. A 
good planner needs to know all the methods of attack, all the kinds of weapons, and 
creative thinking. 


"Creative thinking means common sense. To know what I want to do, what the enemy 
will think, and what will I do then. We do not know this enemy, so we had to figure 
out how smart and alert he was. There is also room for intuition. In every oper- 
ational planning, intuition is an excellent substitute to logical-mathematical 
thinking. This is why another kind of plan could also have succeeded. In such 
planning you cannot prove anything regarding the behavior of the enemy in a mathe- 
matical way. 


"One of the problems of this operation is facing so many unknowns. But the way to 
do is to simplify matters. Do things the simplest way. We worked on this operation 
one and one-half years, and we faced many problems and questions. Anyone familiar 
with the operation knows it is very complex, and, in the end, very simple." 


[Question] Are you good at chess? 
[Answer] "No. I have always lost at chess, even at checkers. If the operation 


were as complicated as a chess game, it would have failed. It would not have been 
simple enough. 


9565 
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ISRAEL 


EXPORT OF SUBSIDIZED FOOD PRODUCTS INCREASES 
Tel Aviv MA'ARIV in Hebrew 29 May 81 p 12 
/Article by Gabi Kessler: "West Bank Merchants Export Subsidized Food Products"/ 


/Text/ In recent weeks the export of subsidized food products from Israel to western 
countries has increased. The movement of capital from Israel to other countries has 
also increased, according to a statement made yesterday by the Alignment Coordinator 
on the Finance Committee, MK ‘Adi ‘Amora'i. 


According to him, in May there was an increase in the purchase of subsidized food 
products by Arab merchants from the West Bank who transported them to Jordan and 
Kuwait while exploiting their low price in Israel and their higher price in the 
Arab countries. 


The sale of foreign currency in the banks increased fourfold. For the first time 

in a long while, dealers and speculators in foreign currency have again appeared on 
Lillienblum Street in Tel Aviv. According to MK ‘'Amora'i, the rapid decline of the 
shekel in May is the result of the increased demand for foreign currency by Israelis, 
some of whom have tried to smuggle it out of the country. 


The Knesset Finance Committee yesterday authorized an increase of 210 million 
shekels for the subsidies appropriation after it was disclosed that the annual 
appropriation for subsidizing milk, eggs, and frozen poultry was already exhausted 
after 2 months. Finance Ministry personnel reported that the subsidy rate of bread 
has now reached 110 percent of its cost to the consumer. The subsidization of 
public transportation and frozen poultry is at 80 percent, and the subsidization of 
milk is at 65 percent. It was only 5 months ago that the government was subsidizing 
only four products. 


The governor of the Bank of Israel, Arnon Gafni, told the Finance Committee that in 
the first months of 1981, the improvement in the balance of payments which charac- 
terized the same period last year came to an end. Inflation has also not been 
stopped despite the fact that the subsidies have increased threefold over that which 
was Planned in the budget. 


5830 
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ISRAEL 


UNREST AMONG ARAB UNIVERSITY STUDENTS 
Tel Aviv MA'ARIV in Hebrew 2 Jun 81 p 4 


/Article by Yosef Tzuriel and Amos Lavov: "Students Riot in Bi'r Zayt and Na'jah 
University in Shekhem"/7 


/Text/ Security authorities in Judea and Samaria are preparing today for the 
possibility of disturbances commemorating the anniversary of the wounding of the 
mayors of Ram Allah and Shekhem. Karim Khalaf and Bassam Shaq'a were asked to avoid 
instigating any disturbances to mark the event or participating in events which 
others initiate in their cities. Other mayors have also been asked not to visit 
Ram Allah and Shekhem today lest their presence be inflammatory or provide a pretext 
for demonstrations. 


Yesterday there were disturbances at Bi'r Zayt University. Students gathered in 
the morning in the university yard and on the adjoining road. A little later they 
began to throw stones at Israeli vehicles. A military patrol which arrived on the 
scene ordered the students to enter their classes or return to their homes. They 
refused, and even increased the throwing of stones, and they burned tires. An 
order was given to clear them out by force, and tear gas grenades were also fired 
toward them. One student was held for interrogation. There were no injuries. 


At the al-Na'jah University in Shekhem students also created a disturbance yesterday. 
The security forces surrounded the university and acted with restraint. There were 
no injuries. The disturbances in the university began after a week of futile 
attempts on the part of the communist and religious students to incite the campus 
after their failure in the recent elections to the students association. As was 
reported in MA'ARIV 2 days ago, all 11 positions in the students committee were won 
by the moderate students in the elections which were held last week. The chairman 
of the board of trustees of the university, Hikmat al-Masri, told MA'ARIV that the 
results of the elections reflect the moderate tendency which is appearing in Judea 
and Samaria in general. 


At al-Na'jah University, a "Palestine" flag was waved at 1l am. The students also 
erected barricades at the entrances to the university and burned tires. The security 
forces blocked traffic on the nearby roads to the campus. The soldiers and the 
police did not attempt to approach or enter the university. 
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The students threw stones at the security forces, however there were no casualties 
and no damage. The disturbances on the campus continued until the late afternoon 

hours, and the students did not go home until darkness. At the end of the day, the 
security forces permitted the students to leave the university and go home quietly. 
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JORDA!. 


MEASURES TAKEN TO COPE WITH DEMOGRAPHIC PROBLEM 
Jerusalem THE JERUSALEM POST in English 30 Jul 81 p 5 


[Article by David Bernstein] 


[Text] THE PALESTINIANS today con- O There is a }an.on all forms of 





stitute more than 50 per cent of the 
population of Jordan, according to 
figures released recently by the 
Palestine Bureau of Statistics in 
Beirut. sie 

Jordan, acutely aware of this 
demographic problem that 
threatens ihe very foundations of 
the Hashemite Kingdom, has in- 
sisted for some years now that the 
Palestinians form about 40 per cent 
of the population, an estimate based 
on UN figures that are now well out 
of date. 


Sources in the West Bank assert: 


that the proportion of Palestinians 
in Jordan is even higher than the 50 
per cent-plus cited by the PBS, put- 
ting the figure at about 65 per cent 
— with fully 75 per cent of the pop- 
ulation in the capital, Amman, said 
to be of Palestinian origin. 

With an annual birth-rate of some 
4 per cent, compared with 2 per 
cent for Jordan's non-Palestinian 
population, it has long been clear 
that the Palestinians would even- 
tually form a majority in the 
kingdom. 


Accordingly, the Hashemite 
regime has taken a number of steps 
over the years to prevent the 
Palestinians from ever seizing 
power in Jordan: 

O Undercover security servicemen 
have been planted ih all refltiges 
camps, giving the Jordanies 
authorities almost total controt of 
all aspects of life there; 

O Palestinian army officers and 
MPs are under constant surveil- 
lance; 


Palestinian parti¢ularist party . ac- 


tivity; .. 2 ee 

0 Th sae of tension, the refugee 
camps and other Palestinian pop- 
ulated centres -are placed under 
curfew as ¢ eft of course and 
electrigity sup are cut off; 


©. Palestiaians in the armed ser- 


yices- are particularly suspect, and 


elaborate measures have been. 


adopted ‘to . nt them from ad- 
inging to positians of power; , 
b there are very few Palestinians 
in.the upper. eghelons of the army, 
and even thoce few are restricted to 


administrative * posts — logistics, 


supply, medical, maintenance, etc.; 
© ‘Palestinian.officers in front-line 
battle units are regularly rotated to 
prevent them ‘from building up a 
tential power base in the army; 

B. Officers of Palestinian origin are 
trictly blocked in their advance- 
meat, with many encouraged to 
retire early once it is made clear to 
them that there are no promotion 
prospects for them inthe Jordanian 
armed forces; ” rai" 
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O Palestinians are being recruited 
more selectively, and even though 
there is general conscription in 
Jordan, Palestinians today make up 
no more than one-third of all army 
personnel, compared with more 
than half afew years ago (however, 
Palestinian soldiers still form a ma- 
jority in most battle units, and are 
often referred to contemptuously by 
their Beduin officers as “cannon 
fodder’’). 


ALTHOUGH THERE has been 
growing resentment among Palesti- 
nians at their treatment, especially 
in the army, openly expressed dis- 
content has been relatively muted. 

The PLO has clearly decided, for 
the time being at least, to play down 
the problem for fear of disturbing 


the delicate state of its relations 
with Jordan, which are in the 
process of reconciliation following 
the showdown of September 1970. 


Relations between the two sides | 
are conducted through a joint PLO- i 
Jordanian committee, which meets : 
regularly in Jordan. One of the main 
functions of .this committee is to 
maintain contacts with the popula- 
tion in the West Bank, a channel 
which the PLO would be loathe to | 
close. e | 

Of even more importance to the 
PLO is the opportunity presented 
by the regular meetings of the com- , 
mittee to secretly rebuild its in- 
frastructure in Jordan, almost com- 
pletely obliterated in the confronta- 
tion with King Hussein in 1970. 


So, while the PLO is careful not 
to goad Jordan at present, a leading 
member of the organization’s 
central committee was recently 
quoted in the Beirut daily as-Safir as 
saying that Jordan has “legitimate” 
reason to fear that the Palestinian 
national solution ‘will be at the ex- 
pense of the Hashemite Kingdom.” 
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SOCIAL SECURITY CORPORATION ACTIVITIES OUTLINED 


London 8 DAYS in English No 30, 1 Aug 81 p 37 


[Text ] 


CSO: 


‘WE WILL be the biggest investment 
corporation in Jordan within two or three 
years — except for the government, of 
course, claims Farhi Ubeid, director 
general of Jordan's Social Security 
Corporation (SSC). After getting off to a 
good start 18 months ago, Jordan's social 
security scheme is continuing to attract 
funds — it now has financing to the tune of 
Jordanian dinars !1.5m (JD1m = $2.9m). 

The SSC, instituted under Jordan's 
provisional law number 30 of 1978, first 
extended occupational health, disability 
and pension coveiage to 7,000 Jordanian 
employees on 1 January 1980. Another 
56,000 employees have been added to the 
scheme in two stages since, and 60,000 civil 
servants and other employees from 
contracting and construction firms are due 
to join this summer and autumn. 

Ubeid, who took over the SSC 
directorship in February 1980 from Jawad 
Anani, now labour minister, told 8 Days 
that the corporation expects to have 
accumulated $26.8m more from employer 
and employee payments by the end of the 
vear. By 1985 it anticipates an accumulated 
balance of $596m. 

‘Our top investment priority 1s housing,’ 
Ubeid said. But while the SSC investment 
programme envisages that 25 per cent of 
available funds will go to housing schemes, 
the current breakdown of investments 
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shows the major share to be ii industry, 
primarily cement factories. 

The Jordan Cement Factories Company 
is allotted $4m, the new factory at 
Rashadiya in the south, which will produce 
cement for export, $13.4m while the 
Syrian-Jordanian Company for Industry 
will get $2.9m for its white cement plant. 

Another $5.9m is allocated to a range of 
industries, including the Jordan National 
Maritime Lines, the Refineries Company 
and Jordan television. Alia — the royal 
Jordanian Airline — and the Jordan Hotels 
and Resthouses Corporation will each get 
$1.5m in loans, while development bonds 
and securities will get $.7m and $1m is in 
real estate. 

As well as SSC funds for housing, 
feasibility studies are underway for the 
establishment of an investment bank. This 
would provide loans to those insured for 
housing, education and equipment for the 
self employed, at low interest rates. 

The programme envisages 7.5 per cent of 
funds going to agriculture. The SSC is also 
studying the possibility of initiating or 
participating in other schemes, such as baby 
food production, pharmaceutical products 
and educational toys. 

The SSCs insurance scheme, set up with 
advice from Britain and aid from Kuwait, 
will eventually cover all employees working 
in Jordan. 
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KUWAIT 


INTERIOR MINISTER ANNOUNCES IMPROVED SECURITY MEASURES 
Kuwait AL-QABAS in Arabic 15 Jul 81 p 3 


[Articie: "Minister of the Interior: Preventing Organized Crimes Calls For the 
Cooperation Of the Sister States; Visitor Permits Will Be Issued In Cases Of Clear 
Necessity" ] 


[Text] A unified plan by the Interior and Defense ministries 
to protect the borders. 


Expulsion will be limited to those who violate security or 
who are illegal aliens. 


We hope Iraq will extradite the two suspects in the bombing 
incidents. 


Redistribution of security personnel along the border outposts. 


There have so far been 100,000 applications for Kuwaiti citizen- 
ship. 


The minister of the interior, Shaykh Nawaf al-Ahmad, said that contacts with Iraq 
were continuing to secure the extradition of the two suspects accused of planting 
explosive devices in five separate areas of Kuwait last month. He emphasized 
that preventing such organized crimes from being repeated in the future requires 
cooperation and coordination with the sister states. 


Shaykh Nawaf al-Ahmad emphasized that there is abundant security and stability 

in Kuwait at various levels. He warned that the security authorities would not 
allow those who commit security or law violations to continue to reside in Kuwait, 
which welcomes all honorable and sincere visitors. 


The minister disclosed a plan by the Ministry of the Interior for improving the 
work of its personnel and for a carefully planned redistribution of security 
personnel along the border outposts in accordance with the latest developments 
in the country and in the Gulf region. 


He noted that another project was being studied jointly by the Ministry of the 
Interior and the Ministry of Defense to devise a unified plan for protecting 
Kuwait's borders against any acts of infiltration or aggression. 
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No Expulsion Campaigns 


Shaykh Nawaf al-Ahmad denied that there was any campaign to expel foreigners. 

He said that there was no basis in truth to such rumors. He emphasized that 
Kuwait welcomes all sincere individuals who come to Kuwait to engage in business 
honcrably, respect Kuwait's laws and customs, and who do not behave toward their 
hosts with impertinence. 


The minister continued: "However, we will not allow those who wiolate Kuwait's 
security or who have suspicious connections to remain among us in Kuwait." He 
emphasized that any expulsions at the present time would apply only to those 
living in the country illegally or who have shown a lack of respect for Kuwait's 
laws. 


Shaykh Nawaf al-Ahmad spoke about the recommendations of the parliamentary commit- 
tee on interior and defense matters concerned with the subject of Kuwait's internal 
security, which were published yesterday by AL-QABAS. He described these recommen- 
dations as excellent and positive, and said that they were now being studied by 
Interior Ministry officials. He said, "We welcome any cooperation with the National 
Assembly which will in any way help to promote stability and security in Kuwait." 
He said that this was made quite clear throughout the past session of the National 
Assembly when everyone stressed that security and freedom are inseparable. 


A Security Plan 


On the subject of strengthening the country's security methods Shaykh Nawaf said 
that several measures had been taken to that end and are being applied on both 
sea and land. On sea, the coast guard is being strengthened with modern advanced 
equipment and trained personnel. In addition, continuous naval patrols are being 
instituted to protect the local waters from infiltrators and violators as well as 
from any hostile activities which might pose a threat to Kuwait's security and 
stability. 


With regard to steps being taken to implement security measures on land the 
minister said that a plan had been prepared by the ministry and would be imple- 
mented. Its object will be to reorganize the structure of the ministry so as 
also to reorganize the stationing of security forces along the border guardposts 
and distribute the personnel along these posts in a manner appropriate to the 
current situation and to the demands of protecting Kuwait's borders, removed from 
any interferences which might affect the maintenance of the country's security. 


The minister stressed that the capabilities necessary for accomplishing this 
improvement had been taken into consideration while the plan was being devised, 
particularly in view of the fact that the border posts have taken on considerable 
importance under the critical circumstances in the Arab Gulf region. 


Cooperation Between the Interior and Defense Ministries 


The minister called attention to another plan for improving coordination between 
the ministries of the Interior and Defense. This involves developing a unified 
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plan for protecting the border with army personnel stationed in the front ranks 
and policemen performing the duty of a second line of border defense. 


On the matter of Kuwaiti contacts with officials in Baghdad relating to the 
requested extradition of two suspects accused of planting 5 explosive devices in 
separate locations in Kuwait last month, the minister said that the contacts were 
continuing. He expressed the hope that Iraq would extradite the two suspects to 
Kuwait at the earliest opportunity so that they can be brought to trial in Kuwaiti 
courts and justice can take its course with them. 


Arab Cooperation In Security Matters 


On the subject of the Arab security plan produced by the conferences of Arab 
interior ministers Shaykh Nawaf al-Ahmad said that its purpose was to coordinate 
and improve cooperation in security matters and the exchange of intelligence and 
data in security matters. It also affirms the mutual extradition of criminals 
among these s ster states because such criminals pose a danger not only to a 
single country but have a harmful effect on all. 


Shaykh Nawaf al-Ahmad stated that if the recommendations of the conferences on 
Arab security were not implemented it would be impossible to speak of cooperation 
in security matters--which everyone wants--and that this subject would remain 
merely empty words, particularly while we are discussing the establishment of a 
higher committee of Arab ministers of the interior to coordinate, monitor and 
implement our ambitions for strengthening Arab security apparatuses capable of 
protecting the security of the Arab states from any external or internal aggres- 
sion, in addition to combatting crime. 


With regard to the committee on cooperation among the Arab Gulf states Shaykh 
Nawaf al-Ahmad said that there were no contacts or discussions within the frame- 
work of this committee on the subject of security. He continued, "We welcome 

any cooperation among the Gulf states and any coordination in various spheres. 

This subject, however, has so far not been raised for discussion. But if it is 
raised, we will have a plan and fully thought-out ideas on the subject of security.” 


100,000 Applications For Citizenship 


The minister of the interior also spoke about naturalization and efforts being 
made to study the cases which satisfy the criteria for granting citizenship. 

He said that the number of applications for Kuwaiti citizenship received at all 
the centers authorized to accept them amounted to about 100,000. He said that 

¥ when the deadline for the applications--as determined by a cabinet decision--had 
been reached at the end of this year special committees would be formed to study 
these applications and make a decision on them in accordance with the criteria 
for granting Kuwaiti citizenship. 


He said that the rate of applications currently being submitted had dropped off 
greatly because most of those who realized that they met ihe criteria for natural- 
ization submitted their applications during the first 3 months when the centers 
first opened. 
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With regard to the naturalization of police and army personnel the minister said 
there is a law which governs such cases. Anyone who serves for 15 years can 
obtain Kuwaiti citizenship, and citizenship acquired in this way becomes permanent 
after the completion of 20 years of military service. 


Visitor Permits 


Shaykh Nawaf also spoke about suspending the issuance of visitor permits. He 

said that this had been done as an emergency measure which became necessary after 
the bombing incidents had disturbed security. This measure has been eased in 
keeping with current circumstances, and visitor permits are being issued in cases 
of clear necessity. He said that the Government of Kuwait always takes the 

human and social aspects into consideration and bears them in mind in any decision 
of this sort. 
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KUWAIT 


ALIEN LABOR STATISTICS ANALYZED 
Kuwait AL-QABAS in Arabic 14 Jul 81 p 2 


[Article: "15,000 Workers From India, Pakistan and Bangladesh Entered Kuwait's 
Labor Market Last Year" ] 


[Text] According to the annual report on employment activity and basic informa- 

tion about workers who arrived in 1980 published by the Ministry of Social Affairs ® 
and Labor the number of Iranians who entered the labor market rose, returning to 

the level of 1978, but still below 1977 levels. 


One established feature is still the continued influx of workers from India, 
Pakistan and Bangladesh. In 1980 a total of 14,960 new workers from these 3 
countries entered the labor market. This represents 26.6 percent, or more than 
one-quarter, of all newly arriving workers. 


There was also a high demand for other Asian workers, particularly those from 
Thailand and Sri Lanka. 


On the other hand, there is also a large number of new Arab workers in certain 
economic areas. But the continued increase in the number of new Asian workers 
in other economic activities cannot be ignored. 


Arab Workers 


The report presents statistics on work permit renewals according to economic 
activity and nationality, with comparative figures from the previous year. An 
examination of the origins of newly arriving workers reveals the scope of the 
change which these origins have undergone when compared with workers who arrived 
a year or more ago. This may be seen in the statistics on work permit renewais. 
The following are the most important indications in this connection: 


Arab workers account for 57.1 percent of the total number of work permit renewals, 
while Asian workers account for 41.3 percent. It is very easy to see the differ- 
ence between these two figures, as well as the equivalent statistics for new 
arrivals, which confirm the changing origins of workers in 1980, as a result of 
the huge number of new workers arriving from Asian countries. 
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An examination of these figures from 1977 to 1980 shows that this change in the 
origins of workers is occurring very rapidly. Instances of work permit renewal 
show a high proportion of Arab workers which increases from year to year. The 
opposite is true for new arrivals, inasmuch as the figures show a high proportion 
of Asian workers which is increasing from one year to the next. 


The following question presents itself: Why is there a discrepancy between the 
figures on new workers and renewals when one would expect the two figures to be 
closer when the current demand continues as it has been for about 4 years in a 
row? 


Analysis Of the Indications 
The answer to this question must take into account the following points: 


The large number of people of Arab origin accepted in the past to supply the labor 
market developed into a pool of Arab workers which still comprises the majority 
of alien workers. 


Increasing the residency period for non-Arab workers to 5 years has caused Asian 
workers not to show up in the statistics on work permit renewal, with the huge 
number of them currently in Kuwait's labor market. It is necessary to wait a year 
or two for the expected radical change to occur. 


A portion of the Asian workers are temporary workers who will leave the labor 
market when their job is over. These individuals ere employed through foreign 
contractors. Therefore they do not appear in the renewal figures, and will only 
show up in the figures on termination and departure. They will have no effect | 
on the figures given in the tables. Korean workers are the best example of this. 


Arab Nationalities 


With regard to individual nationalities certain important indications can be 
discerned in the work permit renewal figures. Among these indications are the 
following: 


Among all the Arabs, Egyptians, followed by Jordanians, Syrians and Lebanese, 
figure most prominently. These figures are much higher than those for new 
arrivals. Renewal figures have been this way in past years also. 


Among all the Asian nationalities there has been nothing like the current level 
of new arrivals, as the statistics for 1978, 1979 and 1980 show. The reverse is 
true for Iranian workers, who show a higher number of renewals than new arrivals. 


In their renewals, workers from India, Pakistan and Bangladesh are maintaining 
the high numbers reflected in the figures on new arrivals during the years under 
comparison. 


There are many more workers from Western Europe than from Eastern Europe for 
both renewals and new arrivals. 


The figures indicate that the general situation for renewals has not changed during 
the past 4 years included in the comparison. It can thus be said that there were 
more Arab workers than others, both in the three primary economic areas of con- 
struction work, trade, restaurants and hotels, and manufacturing, as well as in 

the other areas of economic activity. 
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LEBANON 


STEPS TAKEN TO EASE CRISIS 
Paris AL-NAHAR AL-'ARABI WA AL-DUWALI in Arabic No 214, 8-14 Jun 81 pp 12-14 
[Article by Rafiq Shalala: "The Crisis of the Follow-up Crisis Committee" ] 


[Text] Will the Arab follow-up committee, which was summoned into meeting on 
Saturday, chaired by President Ilyas Sarkis, produce practical results to achieve 
peace in Lebanon, eve: though temporary or relative, or will its fate be like the 
fate of preceding Arab committees? 


This question has occupied political circles in Lebanon since the recent conference 
of Arab foreign ministers in Tunis announced the “activation” of the Arab oversight 
committee, which was born in 1978 and then revived in 1979. Previous Arab experi- 
ments have not been encouraging, or rather, have increased the agonies of the 
Lebanese, who have preferred more than once that their problem remain in Arab hands, 
instead of being snatched up by international hands and tossed about, like a 
wretched ball in a game in which only "foul" shots count. 


Unfortunately, the preliminary signs that preceded the committee's meeting did not 
inspire reassurance, since a dispute arose over where it should be held, from pro- 
ponents of Ba'bada or Bayt al-Din, to demands that it be held in Shtawrah...or in 
Riyadh. Lebanese officials faced difficulty in deciding this matter, which almost 
ted to postponing the meeting. 


Despite this negative start, Lebanese officials hoped that they could transcend it, 
since the formalities, although they did stem from basic fundamentals, would not 
influence the committee's work, and the atmosphere which must accompany its meet- 
ings. 


Lessons of the Past 


The committee members are invited this time to learm a serious lesson from what 
occurred in the past, especially since some of them took part in the meetings of 
previous Arab committees, and came to know the true difficulties which the Lebanese 
state faced in implementing the decisions of the Riyadh and Cairo summits. They 
must start from previous efforts, not return to point zero. 


The follow-up committee which meets today, is the fourth since three committees 
were afflicted by failure after failure. 
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The first Arab committee was quadripartite, and was called a supreme committee. It 
was formed, after the Riyadh and Cairo summits, from representatives of Egypt, Syria, 
Kuwait and Saudi Arabia, in addition to Lebanon. Its mission was to oversee imple- 
mentation of the two summits' resolutions. This committee succeeded in gathering up 
the heavy weapons, and relocating the regular Palestinian forces which had entered 
Lebanon during the war of the Sixties, It then turned to dealing with the most 
delicate issue, applying the Cairo agreement. It was confronted by the problem of 
collecting the medium weapons. However, it was able to bypass it, to look into a 
more delicate problem. When the question of the Cairo agreement was broached, the 
Situation began to become different. Security developments occurred in the country, 
the most important of which was the assassination of Kamal Jumblatt, which caused 
the security situation to escalate. Members of the committee became preoccupied 
with taking measures to prevent the situation from deteriorating and more assassi- 
nations from occurring. 


After the end of the security "hullabaloo", it renewed the debate over the Cairo 
agreement. Differences of opinion among the committee members arose over means of 
implementing the agreement, which put their activities on ice, especially after a 
Lebanese interpretation of the agreement appeared, which was incompatible with the 
Palestinian interpretation. The Lebanese side insisted on using their interpreta- 
tion, because it was meaningful and had direct relationship. Attempts made on other 
levels did not succeed in producing an Arab interpretation. 


After the committee's activities ceased, contacts were initiated on ar individual 
level, Attempts surfaced to revive a Lebanese--Syrian--Palestinian committee to 
study the best ways to deal with the Cairo agreement issue. Meetings were held in 
Shtawrah for this purpose, but were not fruitful. 


The events of the summer of 1978 occurred between the Syrian forces operating in 
the "deterrent" and the "Lebanese forces." President Ilyas Sarkis made a quick 
trip to a number of Arab states, which concluded with a meeting of the foreign 
ministers of Arab states participating in or financing the "deterrent force." 
After the meeting, which was held at Bayt al-Din palace, a follow-up committee 

was formed to attempt to implement the previous resolutions. It was composed of 
representatives from Syria, Kuwait and Saudi Arabia; Egypt which had been expelled 
from the Arab ranks was missing, | 


The committee held its first meeting on 5 December 1978, and drew up its program 
of action, after the way had been prepared for it by security arrangements which 
required units from the Saudi army, then active in the deterrent force, to take up 
positions from the Syrian forces in the Eastern zone, especially al-Ashrafiyah, 
the entrance to eastern Beirut, and al-Karantina. 


The committee decided to undertake initiatives and contacts with the parties con- 
cerned, The ambassadors distributed the roles among themselves. Disarmament was 
the first matter tnat their initiative faced. One faction demanded that the Cairo 
agreement be applied first. Views diverged, and the result this time was not 
positive. Members of the committee, along with the Lebanese regime, did not give 
up hope regarding the possibility of reaching a solution. On that day, the Saudi 
ambassador, Lt Gen ‘Ali al-Sha'ir, and the Kuwaiti ambassador, ‘Abd al-Hamid al- 
By'ayjan, were returning from Zgharta by helicopter, following their meeting with 








President Sulaiman Franjiyah. Passing over the area of Sarba, where clashes were 
going on between the army and the Phalange over the barracks, their helicopter was 
hit by shells, wounding the Saudi ambassador and causing an emergency landing. 
From that moment, the situation became tense. Developments occurred which led to 
al-Sha'ir's departure, followed by the withdrawal of the Saudi forces operating in 
the deterrent, as well as the United Arab Emirates" forces. 


The committee's activities were suspended again, and its members scattered, after 
gossip about the difficulties that one of the quarters put in their way, in order 
to prevent them from completing their mission. 


The country continued to fluctuate between clam and tension. The danger in the 
south grew worse, despite the introduction of international forces there, apart 
from the occurrence of internal incidents, which made the Lebanese picture even 
darker. 


In this atmosphere, the Arab summit met in Tunis. President Sarkis brought up the 
true facts of the Lebanese situation, and called on the Arab states to adopt a uni- 
fied position to save Lebanon, defend its territory and preserve its independence. 
The conferees decided, in addition to financial support, which has not yet been 
paid in full, to revive the follow-up committee, with its four members, on condi- 
tion that a representative from the Arab League's secretary general join with them, 
This was Mr Hamadi al-Sayd. 


The committee held its first meeting, chaired by Sarkis, on 7 December 1979, amidst 
an atmosphere which boded well, in view of the Arab states" solidarity with Lebanon. 
However, this atmosphere was not enough to translate the solidarity into practical 
matters. Several committee members held successive meetings, someof them with the 
Palestinian side, some others with the leaders of the "Lebanese Front." The basic 
subject for discussion at that time was sending the army to the south, and then 
taking similar steps in Beirut and the sectors, in order to achieve increased 
Lebanese self-security. 


The days passed quickly, and the committee held its final meeting on 21 January 
1980, in which its failure was confirmed. Informed sources at the time attributed 
this failure to three reasons: 


1. The fundamental change in the Palestinian position, without altering the form. 


2. The withdrawal of the Syrian forces, operating in the deterrent, from the southern 
littoral to the Biqa’', to deal with an Israeli strike that the Syrian officials were 
expecting. 


3. Disputes within the regime over the priority for action. Should it only be in 
the south, or the north and south together, as well as other areas? 


However, other sources said in regard to this that the committee had lost its 
credibility of action, and that local, Arab, regional and international develop- 
ments had blocked its initiative, aside from intentional iaaneuvers to paralize its 
work and retain freedom of action in Lebanon for the concerned parties only. 
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Throughout 1980, security incidents in Lebanon accelerated. Fruitless efforts were 
made to achieve Lebanese conciliation. During the first part of 1981, developments 
appeared on the Lebanese scene, which spread the violence and led to the outbreak 
of the April war, which extended on into May, and probably would have lasted even 
longer. 


The meeting of the Arab foreign ministers was held in Tunis, to deal with the situa- 
tion arising from the Syrian-Israeli crisis. Lebanon saw an opportunity to raise 
its problem, demanding this time that final solutions be made for this very diffi- 
cult problem. 


New decisions were generated, which were no different in scope from the previous 
Arab decisions which had not been implemented. The most important was, "the need 
to apply the decisions of the Riyadh and Cairo summits, and activate the follow-up 
committee, specified in those decisions, provided that it convene on the foreign 
minister level, whenever the need requires." 


Based on this, the fourth Arab follow-up committee begins its work with the hope 
that it will produce more than its predecessors did. An informed source says that 
Foreign Minister Fu‘ad Butros, during the Tunis conference, rejected the demand to 
broaden this committee, as some suggested, to include another country, such as 
Algeria. Note that Algeria was active in participating with the Lebanese government 
in calming down the situation and searching for solutions which would restore | 
security and tranquility to the country. This rejection of his was interpreted | 
as a Lebanese wish not to clear the way for another Arab state to demand membership 

on the committee, lest that lead to transferring the Arab disputes to the heart 

of the committee, and thus losing the needed homogeneity at this delicate stage. 


This source added that President Sarkis, before and during the Tunis conference, 
was making calls to Prince Fahd, the Saudi crown prince, who supported the revival 
of the follow-up committee, and expressed concern that the Arab role not be con- 
sidered as final in Lebanon, along with his registering his regret at the lack of 
success of this role so far. 


The same source believes that the rebirth of the committee, in the midst of the 
American initiative, represented by the trip of Mr Phillip Habib, President Ronald 
Reagan's envoy, and Soviet Chairman Leonid Brezhnev's call for an international 
conference to study the Lebanese crisis, would cause the Arab step to close the 
file on Lebanon, since opening it before the Great Powers would only open their 
appetites for demands and conditions, whose positive results for Lebanon and the 
Arabs would not have a relatively high guarantee. 


The question being broached today, and which the Arab ministers will face, is where 
should the committee begin? Should it begin with the Riyadh and Cairo decisions, 
the most important of which is to implement the Cairo agreement, or the Bayt al-Din 
decisions, which included basic and executive matters on both the security and 
political levels, or the decisions of the Tunis summit, particularly the split 
relating to the introduction of the Lebanese army into the south? 
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As a digression, did not the new situation, after the events of last April and 
May, create new and complex issues, such as the Syrian presence in some areas, the 
Palestinian presence, the legal government's presence, not to mention the Israeli 
presence? 


These questions, despite their importance, find those in government circles who say 
that there are answers for them, if there are good intentions and sincere wishes 
among the members of the committee, and among those who represent a solution to the 
complex Lebanese crisis. However, its complexity should be resolved step by step. 


The Need 


Accordingly, government circles say that, in the present stage, the need is for the 
Arab follow-up committee to look at the problems, some of which are very pressing, 
others merely urgent, and to decide them. Perhaps the most important thing 
required by Lebanon in the first stage is a set of priorities, in order to achieve 
a complete cease-fire, open the corridors between the two halves of Beirut, break 
the blockade of Zahlah, search for security measures that would consolidate the 
cease-fire, and achieve a firm and lasting truce, including along the confronta- 
tion lines, provided that commensurate political steps be taken to achieve the 
conciliation, which is the last and most difficult quest. 


The Army and Arabization of the Deterrent 


However, informed sources say that the committee will be confronted by a very deli- 
cate question, support of a new role for the Lebanese army. Some members of the 
committee think that the time has come to give Lebanese units the task of maintain- 
ing security in several areas, after achieving the army's presence in the south in 
suitable numbers, as worded in the armistice agreement. This group believes that 
deploying the army in certain disturbed sectors would restore tranquility, and 
constitute a dividing point between the legal government's positions, in which it 
was present, and the positions in the hands of the armed parties, whether rightist 
or leftist. If it succeeds in its mission, the experiment can be extended to other 
areas. If it is unsuccessful, the situation will be no worse than it is now. Why 
shouldn't the Arabs try to give this opportunity to the army? Note that the govern- 
ment has pledged, on more than one occasion, that the army would be committed to 
neutrality, as has occurred in several areas, except where its positions have been 
exposed to repeated attacks, forcing it to respond. 


In this group's opinion, giving the army security missions in several areas (such 
as Zahlah), would be in harmony with the Arab summits" decisions, which affirmed 
their support for the legal government gradually expanding its authority over 
several areas, and building the army on sound bases. 


However, this viewpoint is countered by the reservation of some parties who feel 
that the time has not yet come to give the army security duties, before the 
national conciliation is achieved. Some circles interpreted the recent statement 
of Prime Minister Shafiq al-Wazzan, to the effect that he cannot accept giving the 
army security duties, other than in the south, until after a Lebanese consensus is 
available on its role, as being part of a campaign to keep the army out of activitr 
at the present stage. Therefore, the position of the Lebanese Front, calling for 
the army's withdrawal from the confrontation lines, could also be interpreted this 
way. 
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A faction supporting the army's deployment in Zahlah, for example, goes even 
farther when it says that the regular Lebanese forces presence in the Biqa' capital, 
ard in the hills surrounding it, would curb the use of the question of the presence 
of Syrian missiles in the Biqa', or Israel's pretext of protecting the Christians, 
aS an excuse to move against the Syrian forces. 


The second point, to which the committee will be exposed, is the matter of recon- 
stituting the "Arab deterrent force," in such a way as to restore its Arabization. 
Informed sources have discussed the possibility of adding Tunisian units, and 
possibly Saudi units, to these forces, so that the Arab cover to deal with the 
Lebanese crisis would be both political and military, and to block the way to any 
unilaterialism, 


In this regard, ministerial sources are saying that Syria is anxious that any 
arrangements or solutions for the Lebanese crisis not lead to a "lessening" of its 
role, lest this matter be taken on as someone else's burden. These sources cite 
two recent items from Damascus, to the effect that affront to the Syrian role, 
although it came in an indirect form, is causing Damascus to consider itself 
absolved of any obligation, and might force it to reconsider its forces" presence 
in Lebanon, Accordingly, Damascus also raised two conditions for the success of 
Phillip Habib"s mission, one of which was confirmation of the "legality" of the 
deterrent forces, 


A prominent governmental source replied to those who say there is a need to sign 
security agreements between Lebanon and any Arab quarter, that that should not 

occur before achieving Lebanese conciliation, so that it would be assured of full 
Lebanese approval. Moreoever, the committee, in the event of the success of certain 
security preparations, which could produce outbursts, will find itself faced with 
Studying the accord through searching for a way to apply the conciliatory principles. 
Informed sources thought it likely that the committee members would carry out con- 
sultations with the Lebanese parties in order to achieve this result. 


Willi the Committee Succeed? 


Right now, it is impossible to prophesize either the success or failure of the 
committee, because of the very intricate questions involved. However, government 
circles are as optimistic as possible about reaching a "minimum" with respect to 
measures, because present circumstances are compelling the Arabs to deal with the 
Lebanese crisis in a much more serious way this time, especially since they know 
that this opportunity is the final one, or else the superpowers will seize the 
problem, and impose solutions upon it. 


Government officials seriously believe that the American and Soviet positions, to 
achieve a quick solution to some of the pending problems, are for the purpose of 
preparing the climate for comprehensive and final solutions, since it is incon- 
ceivable for Lebanon to remain immersed in a sea of blood, while awaiting final 
solutions to the Middle East crisis, for which an adequate opportunity has not yet 
appeared, 


I would like to add to that that the peril, to which the recent developments have 
subjected the Lebanese crisis, and the explosive fuses which the situation's 
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deterioration carries, have compelled those concerned, whether Arab or foreign, to 
expedite putting out the fire, lest it spread outside of the Lebanese borders. 


In any event, the government, as its sources say, is determined to make the atmos- 
phere as suitable as possible for success, as are the parties active on the 
Lebanese scene. In the event of failure, the government will discover the true 
positions and hidden reasons behind the obstacles. It will not remain unwillingly 
silent, as happened in the ;ast, because the damage resulting from silence would 
not be any worse than Lebanon's damage so far. Who would be a candidate for its 
political, security and economic loss. 
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LEBANON 


UTILIZATION OF FOREIGN LOANS REVIEWED 
London AL-HAWADITH in Arabic No 1287, 3 jul 81 p 35 


[Article by ‘Adnan Karimah: "Arab Capital Awaits Arab Security; Before Leaving 
the World Bank, McNamara Urged Attention to Lebanon's Needs" ] 


[Text] On 1 July, the term of Robert McNamara as head of the World Bank ended 
and the term of Clausen, formerly president of the Bank of America, began. The 
ceremony marking the change of office is expected to include discussions of the 
major problems handled by the World Bank and the need for continued attention 
to these problems on the part of the new president within the framework of his 
implementation of loan programs for fiscal years 1981 through 1985. 


In view of McNamara's respect for Lebanon and his admiration for the implementa- 
tion of Lebanese projects despite unstable security conditions, he promised that 
the issue of Lebanese reconstruction and Lebanon's applications for additional 
loans would be among the issues addressed in the discussions he will conduct 
with his successor, Clausen . He pledged to recommend that the bank be pre- 
pared to go to the maximum limit in granting loans to Lebanon short of fear for 
the safety of its investments. 


McNamara made these remarks to Dr Muhammad ‘Atallah, president of the Reconstruc- 
tion and Development Council in Lebanon, in a recent meeting in New York. The 
two men discussed the Lebanese Government's application for a new loan to finance 
a number of construction projects, including certain additional works at the port 
of Beirut, expansion of the port of Tripoli, and participation in a project to 
recondition the country's highways which will cost an estimated total of 1.5 bil- 
lion Lebanese liras. 


The World Bank was surprised by the completion of the works financed by the pre- 
vious loan of $50 million. These works included the project to renovate the 
port of Beirut which was completed during the war years amid falling shells and 
DShK (heavy machine gun) fire and despite the violence of the battles that took 
place in the area. 


The notable fact is that Dr ‘Atallah was making a tour to enlist the financial 
resources of international institutions during the months of April and May while 
Lebanon was witnessing its most violent security disruptions, which reminded the 
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Lebanese of the 1975-76 war. Nonetheless, the president of the Reconstruction 
and Deve’ »pment Council assured the international experts and officials he met 
of the Lebanese’ ability to live with the disturbances and carry out the urgent 
projects demanded by the forward pace of life. This view reflects the principle 
established by the government in 1978, which held that: "Whatever projects can 
be accomplished in the midst of the unstable security conditions must be acconm- 
plished!" 


Dr ‘Atallah said: "The latest disturbances had an impact on the projects cur- 
rently being implemented in Lebanon but they did not stop the work on any of 
them. Some of the foreign experts working on a number of these projects even 
left Lebanon for a period of rest and relaxation and then came back and contin- 
ued carrying out their assigned duties!" 


He added: "It can be said that work in most fields included in the reconstruc- 
tion project has already begun, and some projects have made tremendous progress 
with the exception of the project to restore the commercial climate, which has 
not made much progress due to security reasons familiar to everyone." 


With the implementation of the projects, the loan funds obtained by Lebanon 
during the past years have inevitably been used up. Consequently, new loans 
must be obtained in order to implement new projects included in the reconstruc- 
tion plan. But how have these funds been spent? 


The major loans and aid funds obtained by the Lebanese state can be summarized 
as follows: 


--A loan for $50 million from the World Bank, more than half of which was spent 
on the renovation of the port of Beirut. The remainder was spent on other 
projects. 


--A loan of 5 million Kuwaiti dinars from the Arab Fund for Economic and Social 
Development and a loan of 3 million Kuwaiti dinars from the Abu Dhabi Fund for 
Arab Economic Development. These two loans were also spent on the renovation 
of the port of Beirut. 


--A loan for approximately $70 million from the European Common Market, most of 
which (some $60 million) was spent on the implementation of electric power 
projects in the areas of al-Jiyyah near Sidon and al-Dhawq near Juniyah. 


--A $150-million loan from private banks in the international market. Part of 
this loan was spent on water projects and the remainder was spent on electric 
power projects. 


--A soft loan for 240 million francs in accordance with a financial protocol 
signed with the French Government to finance deals won by French companies in 
bidding competitions for Lebanese projects. Almost the entire amount of this 
loan has been spent. 








--The sum of $200 million which the state obtained as part of the Arab aid ap- 
proved for Lebanon by the Tunis summit. This aid was set at $1 billion to be 
paid over 5 years at a rate of $400 willion per year. The sum received by the 
state so far amounts to one-half of its entitlement for 1980. These funds have 
been allocated for various projects dealing with housing, water, hospitals and 
roads, divided equally between south Lebanon and the remainder of the country 
in accordance with the resolutions of the Tunis summit. 


In addition to these funds, a loan of 400 million Lebanese liras made up of 100 
million liras secured from the commercial banks along with 300 million liras from 
the Reconstruction Development Council has been spent. This money was allocated 
for loans to private sector firms hurt by the disturbances--including both indus- 
trial and tourist firms--in order to help them rebuild their productive capacity. 
Some 200 firms have taken advantage of these funds. 


Nevertheless, the projects included in the reconstruction plan are in need of 
additional loans and aid grants for completion since the cost of projects en- 
trusted to the public sector alone totals no less than 15 billion Lebanese 
liras. This was the reason for Dr Muhammad ‘Atallah's trip to enlist aid from 
resources available among international institutions. 


After ascertaining the World Bank's readiness to grant Lebanon additional loans, | 
the president of the Reconstruction and Development Council asked officials in ! 
charge of the United Nations’ development program to raise Lebanon's established 
quota for the next 5 years (1982-86) from $10 million to $2? million. The 
Lebanese Government also hopes to obtain financial aid from AID, while recog- 
nizing that the lion's share of this aid has gone to Egypt and Israel since the 
Camp David agreement. During his recent visit to Brussels, Dr ‘Atallah held 
negotiations with EEC officials, in particular Mr Claude Cheysson, who is now 
French foreign minister but formerly held the post of EEC minister of develop- 
ment. The purpose of these negotiations was to conclude a new financial proto- 
col to provide Lebanon with a loan at least equal to the previous loan. In 
addition, contacts are currently being made between the Lebanese and French 
Governments pertaining to the signing of another financial protocol, from which 
Lebanon is seeking in the neighborhood of 500 million francs. 


Lebanon views all these loans and foreign aid grants as complementary to Arab fi- 
nancial support, because Lebanese officials--chief among them President Elias 
Sarkis--are convinced that the Arab states will carry through their commitments 
to Lebanon completely in accordance with the resolutions of the Tunis summit. 
However, it appears that the flow of Arab aid is awaiting the provision of Arab 
security in Lebanon. While security is conditional on developments abroad, Arab 
funds would provide Lebanon with moral backing enabling it to obtain additional 
foreign international and governmental loans. 
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LEBANON 


ENERGY CRISIS DISRUPTS ECONOMY 


Paris AN-NAHAR ARAB REPORT & MEMO in English No 31, 3 Aug 81 pp 5-6 


[Text ] 

A severe fuel crisis has developed in Lebanon in the last 
10 days as a result of Israeli attacks on the country’s 
second largest refinery at Zahrani in the South. Israel’s 
air raids and artillery fire in the second half of July 
have caused millions of dollars worth of damage at the 
refinery’s oil installations, including the pipeline which 
brings the crude in from Ras-Tannura in Saudi Arabia, 
and main oil storage tanks. 

There have been long queues at petrol stations even 
during the middle of the night and until dawn, and a 
thriving black market in all sorts of refined products. 
These, however, are only the visible and initial signs of 
the latest crisis, which threatens to deepen and put in 
jeopardy basic necessities such as bread production, 
transport of agricultural produce and other foods as 
well as threaten essential services such as water supplies, 
electric power and telecommunications. 

Sources at the Mediterranean Refining Company 
(MEDRECO), which runs the Zahrani refinery, estimate 
that deliveries of gasolene, fuel oil and diesel could be 
resumed within a week from existing stocks in the un- 
damaged storage tanks. However, refining operations 
are not expected to resume for another two months 
because of extensive damage to the main pipeline and 
to ancilliary pipe networks. 

Three pipes carrying the Saudi crude were hit by 
Israeli air raids two weeks ago on a makeshift bridge. 
This had been erected to replace the Zahrani bridge 
destroyed earlier by Israel’s air force. Five storage 
tanks with a capacity of almost 150,000 barrels of oil 
were also hit, causing serious losses and an oil slick. 
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Moreover a 300-metre stretch of the main pipeline 
from Ras Tannura has been destroyed. 

To meet acute shortages, the Ministry of Petroleum 
and Industry has been looking to foreign sources for 
additional supplies, mainly Rumania and Syria. As a 
first step, 19,500 tonnes of refined petrol were imported 
by tanker and unloaded in almost equal amounts at the 
Tripoli refinery terminal in northem Lebanon and at 
the Dora storage area just north of Beirut. An additional 
1.2 million litres were to be supplied under an agreement 
with Syria from the Syrian Banias refinery and a further 
60,000 tonnes of gasolene were ex pected to reach Tripoli 
after this newsletter went to press. 

However, in spite of these abundant supplies, con- 
sumers are finding it extremely hard if not impossible 
to buy petrol. Other than consumer panic which led to 
an uneven spread of sales from petrol stations in the 
first few days of the shortage, emergency supplies from 
Tripoli destined to all areas in Lebanon have been halted 
by militiamen of former President Suleiman Franjieh. 
Mr Franjieh has demanded that priority should be given 
to northem Lebanon in the distribution of petrol, and 
thus the crisis has now taken on an overthy political 
dimension. Furthermore, Mr Franjieh’s militiamen have 
diverted fuel oil destined for Lebanon’s electricity 
authority, arguing that industrial plants in the north 
were suffering fiom shortages. As a result, the whole 
of the country is now on an electricity rationing pro- 
gramme. 

Negotiations with Syria for the supply of 25,000 
tonnes of fuel oil for the electricity authority are reported 
to have resulted in an agreement between the Lebanese 
Petroleum Ministry and the Banias refinery. However, as 
the country experienced its fourth day of seven-hour 
power cuts, there was as yet no sign of new supplies. 

Meanwhile, repair teams in the South started work 
on the narrow gauge railway connecting the Zahraini 
refinery with the power-generating station at Jiyyeh, 
south of Beirut. The fuel from Tripoli was destined to the 
power-generating plant in Zouk, north of Beirut, and if 
the southem plant can resume normal capacity through 
deliveries from the Zahrani refinery, there is hope that 
electricity rationing can be alleviated. It is due to be 
stepped up if fuel shortages continue. 


cso: 4300/85 


Scarcely vetted charges 


Lebanens Minister of Petroleum and Industry, 
Mohammed Beydoun last week made scarcely veiled 
accusations against various military organisations, 
following a personal visit to former President Franjieh 
at the week-end. Speaking to reporters, the minister 
pointed out that the shortage of gasolene was running at 
between 1.2 mi!!ion and 1.5 million litres daily, appro- 
ximately half of estimated demand of between 2.7 
million and 3 million litres. Mr Beydoun indicated, how- 
ever, that stocks at Tripoli, Dora and Zahrani stood at 
30 million litres. The fact that the shortage is being so 
cruelly felt by all sectors of the population is therefore 
to be explained in some other way. 

Trucks carrying supplies from Tripoli and Banias 
in Syria are being stopped by gunmen and rerouted to 
service stations in areas under their own control. Parties 


in East and West Beirut as well as in the provinces have 
been giving coupons to their supporters and long queues 
are being kept waiting while militia vehicles fill their 
own tanks. Last but not least, consumers have shown 
the notorious absence of civic spirit for which the 
Lebanese are reknowned by queuing to top up almost 
full petrol tanks, when others have run completely dry, 
or by buying plastic containers of gasolene which they 
store at home or sell at three times the normal price to 
those who have not been able to get within even driving 
distance of a pump. 

Shortages of diesel fuel used by bakers have mean- 
while triggered fears of shortfalls of bread, and panic 
buying has already started, further aggravating an al- 
ready tight supply situation on the eve of the Moslem 
feast of Fid-el-Fitr, which marks the end of the holy 
month of Ramadan. Farmers in the south have also been 
affected as their irrigation pumps lie idle and their 
transport vehicles are empty. Industrialists complain 
that the shortage of fuel oil, in addition to the elec- 
tricity rationing, mean that they have to shut down 
their plants or enforce a go-slow. 

In the capital, crowds have been queuing at any gas 
Station vaguely rumoured to have received petrol in the 
dead of night. Heat, frustration and fasting in this last 
week of Ramadan has made tempers rise and there have 
been gunfights over petrol in which at least five people 
are so far reported to have died. Black marketeering has 
brought the price of a 20-litre container of petrol to 
LL 100 (about $23), while in some parts of Beirut 
gasolene was alleged to have been sold at $100 for 20 
litres on the 10th day of the crisis. In normal conditions, 
the selling price of 20 litres is between LL 22 and 
LL 24. 
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LIBYA 


INTERNATIONAL MAPPING PROJECT PLANNED 


London 8 DAYS in English No 24, 20 Jun 81 p 21 


THE LIBYAN planning secretariat has 
launched an ambitious $120m project to 
map out the entire country. Contracts in the 
offing will cover aerial photography by 
Finnmap of Finland. cartography by 
Polservice, the overseas arm of the Polish 
national cartographic organisation 
Geokart, and field and geodetic surveys by 
an unnamed American firm. 

For political reasons, a question mark still 
hangs over the American side of the 
partnership, but Finnmap is confident that 
its Own surveyors will be airborne next 
December or January. The Poles are 
expected to scoop up 60 per cent of the 
$120m, the Americans 25-30 per cent, and 
the Finns 10-15 per cent. 

The success of the venture will hinge 
largely on Finnmap’s acrial skills. The 
company is to tharter twin-engined Piper 
Chevennes, fitted with pressurised cabins 
for aeriel surveys at a height of 9.000 
metres. Finnmap will consign 10-15 of its 
150 personnel to the Libyan operation. 
Most of the work will be carried out in the 
October-May period. because the summer 


months are not clear enough for good 
photography. 

This is the biggest contract to date for 
Finnmap (80 per cent of its $5.Smi carned, 
in 1980 came from abroad), which has 
already carried out surveys in East Africa, 
Zambia, Nigeria, Iray and Libya itself. Sven 
Wik, the company’s export manager, 
believes that Finnmap’s presence in Tripoli 
is a crucial factor in a highly competitive 
market: ‘The Libyans have found that we 
are serious, that we don't dodge our 
responsibilities, and that they can trust us. 
he said. 

Should political events in Eastern Europe 
hamper the Poies’ cartographic 
commitments, Finnmap still expects its own 
work to go ahead. In these circumstances 
the complete project could be taken over by 
one large consultant, with the others 
working as sub-contractors. 

Covering 1.76m square kilometres. 
Libya. the largest Arab country after 
Algeria and Saudi Arabia. will provide the 
mappers with a formidable challenge. 
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LIBYA 


BRIEFS 


LOAN TO YUGOSLAVIA--The Libyan National Bank has granted Yugoslavia a $150m finan- 
cial credit, repayable over seven years. The loan, which follows the visit to Bel- 
grade, earlier this month, by Libya's second-in-command, Major Abdelsalam Jailoud, 
will help finance Yugoslavia's balance of payments deficit, anticipated this year 
to be $1.8bn. Yugoslavia wants to borrow just over $2bn this year to finance its 
deficit and top up its foreign currency reserves. Deputy Prime Minister Zvone 
Dragan announced last month that Kuwaiti-based banks would lend the country $250m. 
[Text] [London 8 DAYS in English No 28, 18 Jul 81 p 39] 
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MOROCCO 


OPPOSITIONIST MOHAMED BENSAID DETAINED 

Paris AFRICA AFP in English No 2816, 4 Aug 81 p 1l 

[Text] Rabat, August 2--Mohamed Bensaid, a long-time Moroccan opposition figure 
who recently returned from 18 years’ exile in France, has been detained for 


24 hours and had his passport seized, sources close to him said today. 


Mr. Bensaid, a former leader of the pre-independence Moroccan Liberation Army, 
was held by police in Casablanca from Friday until yesterday, the sources said. 


They said Mr. Bensaid had just come back from Iraq, where he attended celebrations 
of the 13th anniversary of the accession to power of the Baath Party. 


The police questioned him about his activities while in Baghdad, the sources 
said, and "temporarily confiscated" his passport. 


Mr. Bensaid lived in France from 1963 until last March 8, when he returned to 
Morocco after an amnesty was decreed by King Hussan II. 


The opposition leader had been sentenced to death in absentia in November 1963, 
simultaneously with Mehdi Ben Barka, who was later kidnapped in Paris and dis- 
appeared, for plotting against state security. (A.F.P.) 
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SUDAN 


VIEWS OF CHIEF JUSTICE ON INDEPENDENCE OF JUDICIARY EXAMINED 
London AL-DUSTUR in Arabic No 522,15-21 Jun 81 pp 16-17 
[Article: "The Appellate Courts Do Not Violate Independence of the Judiciary!"] 


[Text] The Lawyers' Guild has witnessed a new chapter of the comedy, through 
which the Sudan lives today. The facts of this comic chapter emerged during 
the specialized legal forum, held on the occasion of the 25th anniversary of 
Sudanese independence. More than 30 senior legists participated, and submitted 
learned studies and papers about the constitutional and legal situation now 
being violated in more than one area of state affairs in the Sudan. 


At the same time in which observers were in unanimous agreement that the forum 
was a fierce, political demonstration against the regime, those observers ex- 
pressed their condemnation, because the only one, who stood apart from the 
others at this forum, was Khalafallah al-Rashid, the chief justice who, in the 
midst of everyone's astonishment, defended the special courts and the state 
security courts, and asserted that they did not violate the principle of judi- 
cial independence! 


Mr Khalafallah was not content with twisting the truth, but rather, he justified 
the government's interference--through enacting legislation tc limit the powers 
of the judicial system--by establishing the special courts and restrictive laws 
for the courts in regard to claimants. 


The chief justice evaded the true definition of the principle of judicial inde- 
pendence, and defined it as the independence of the judge in rendering his judg- 
ment, thereby ignoring the general principle, which is independence of the 
judiciary as a power. 


In the introduction to his study, which was submitted along with two different 
studies by Professors ‘Ali Mahmud Husanain and Muhammad ‘Abdullah Mushawi, both 
lawyers, Khalafallah al-Rashid dealt with the principle of judicial independence 
from the historical aspect, and its development from the inception of Islam to 
the 18th Century, referring to the views of the Islamic legists regarding the 
development of this principle, saying, and we quote: 


"Judicial independence means that the justice makes his decision in accordance 
with his conscience, and does not permit anyone to give him direction in that 
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regard ... and that the judge is secure in his position, so that he cannot be 
injured because of his judgments." 


He made it clear that the consequence of this definition was that the judge 
could only be removed from his position because of misconduct, and that judges' 
salaries should be suitable to meet the costs of living, so that they could 
maintain a standard of living commensurate with the gravity of the duties thrust 
upon their shoulders. 


The chief justice reached the crux of the matter, when he clarified the rela- 
tionship between judicial independence and the modern constitution. 


It is well known that the chief justice, who at the same time is head of the 
Supreme Court, is a member of the Central Committee of the Sudanese Socialist 
Union, by virtue of his position. Moreover, all the members of the Supreme 
Court, by law, are members of the Socialist Union's National Council. The 
present constitution of the Democratic Republic of Sudan, dating from 1973, 
stipulates in Article 185 that: The judicial system is responsible directly 
to the president of the republic for the performance of its duties. He ex- 
plained this article by pointing out that there was no intermediary between 
the judicial system and the president, and therefore, the judicial system was 
equal to the legislative and the executive powers. 


He then turned to the text of Article 187 of the constitution, which says: The 
justices are independent in the performance of their judicial duties, and the 
only authority over them is the rule of law. They are responsible to the presi- 
dent of the republic for their good performance in accordance with the laws. 


The chief justice referred to the law of the judicial system for 1973, which 
abolished the judicial system's subordination to the minister of justice, and 
created the Supreme Judicial Council, which is composed of the president of 

the republic as chairman, the chief justice and his three deputies, the high 
justice, as well as the minister of finance, the minister of public service, the 
public prosecutor, and the dean of the college of law in Khartoum University. 


It is worth noting that the chief of justice, in a meeting of the Supreme 
Judicial Council, on 1 February 1981, with a majority of its members from outside 
of the judicial system, rejected the well-versed cadre submitted by the judicial 
system, which led to complete condemnation by the members of the judicial system 
for its decision, starting with a memorandum submitted by the justices of the 
Supreme Court, and then another memorandum from the justices of the Appellate 
Court, and a third from the judges of the first and second degree district 
courts, as well as judicial workers. This was followed by the judiciary's 
heroic stand; 370 judges submitted their collective resignation, out of 450 
total judges working in Sudan in both the civil and shari'a departments. This 
continued for 2 weeks, after the president accepted the resignations, since it 
had become a battle between the regime and the judges, in which the ruling re- 
gime was finally forced to give in and back down regarding the decree accepting 
the resignations. The ruling authorities pledged to resolve all the judicial 
system's problems, and created a committee called the Committee to Re-examine 
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the Judicial Structure. It was chaired by the vice president, and has four 
other members, none of whom are from the judicial system or work in the legal 
profession. 


Generally speaking, we should ask the chief justice about his position, and 

that of his deputies, and some of the Supreme Court justices, inciuding justices 
of the Appellate Court, and what did Shedwa the lawyer, Turabi and his supporters 
among the Muslim Brotherhood lawyers do to damage the heroic position of the 
judges, with their farcical statements, which later caused the chief justice 

to understand that he would be the loser in that battle, after he clearly under- 
stood what the Muslim Brotherhood was trying to do to him, in terms of striking 
at him and replacing him with Justice ‘Umar Bakhait, a member of the supreme 
court, which made him understand the error of his position not to defend the 
judges’ cases or to support their demands. 


As we previously indicated, the chief justice evades the true definition of the 
principle of judicial independence, defining it as the judge's independence only 
to render his judgment, avoiding the general definition, which is the judiciary's 
independence as an authority, which is the judiciary's independence as an author- 
ity, in the full meaning of that word. The provisional constitution of 1956, as 
amended in 1964, was zealous about that, as were the numerous guarantees, which 
that constitution gave the justices, in terms of their appointment, promotion, 
accountability and dismissal. The glorious October revolution in 1964 confirmed 
the principle of judicial independence. 


Indirectly, the chief justice has tried to protect the supreme court from the 
continuous attacks against its judgments in all the constitutional cases sub- 
mitted to it since 1973, up to the present time, all of which were thrown out. 
He referred to the statement of the famous Lord Cook, some 40 years ago, to the 
effect that common law can overrule any legislation issued by parliament, if that 
legislation is contrary to right and reason. The chief justice concludes that 
that is untrue, by virtue of the fact that the courts cannot oppose any dispute, 
no matter what variety, because of the presence of other organizations, better 
able to carry out the activities, not related to traditional controversies. 
Therefore, the role of the judicial system was limited in traditional disputes 
brought before it, disqualifying it, accordingly, from considering any dispute 
between a citizen and the state, with respect to any effort regarding his basic 
and constitutional rights. Therefore, the chief justice has defended the spe- 
cial courts and the state security courts, and has affirmed that they have not 
violated judicial independence. With regard to that, he referred to the old 
Islamic legal principle, rejected by all the Islamic law schools, to the effect 
that the ruler can restrict the authority of the judge. It is well known that 
the special courts, the state security courts, the military courts, and other 
judges have, during the past 5 years, become the courts of first instance. 


Judicial authority is the exception, since because of numerous emergency laws, 
headed by the state security law, those courts mentioned above have been put on 
a level with the judiciary, and infringe upon many of the courts’ prerogatives. 


59 








It is most unfortunate that they are formed, in a majority of cases, by judges 
appointed by the chief justice himself. However, they are governed in their 
judgments by emergency measures and special articles, damaging to all the 
guarantees granted to citizens by modern legislation, for the purpose of de- 
fending them. This is headed by the citizen's right to appeal at all stages. 
They restrict many of the legal provisions and measures, which were granted 

to protect the rights of the citizen. 


It is worth noting that the chief justice has tried, as best he can, to distort 
the truth. Sometimes he stresses that the judicial system is independent, and 
that its independence means that it is free of the ruler's control. At other 
times, he justifies the government's interference by enacting legislation to 
curb the powers of the judicial system, by establishing special courts and en- 
acting restrictive laws. The best example of that is the public buildings' 
evacuation law of 1969, as amended in 1978. This prohibits the courts from 
considering any order or judgment coming under the purview of that law. Appeal 
as to constitutionality of that amendment came in a number of cases before the 
supreme court, the constitutional department. As usual, the ruling was that 
the law was constitutional, despite the fact that it deprives the citizen of 
his right of litigation. This is a natural right, confirmed by all the divine 
laws, and both ancient and modern legislation. 


Regarding protection for justices, referred to by the chief justice, that they 
would only be dismissed because of misconduct, in reality it has been the re- 
verse of that. How many have been dismissed, without any accounting or question, 
even if the most honorable of men and standing in the judicial establishment. We 
can mention Supreme Court justices Hasan 'Alub and Hasan Mahmud, judge ‘Abd 
al-Wahhab al-—Mubarek, a member of the Appellate Court, and many others who have 
emigrated, after having the doors slammed shut in the face. They have battled 
for their positions, such as justices al-Tayyab ‘Abbas al-Judayri, al-Tajani 
al-Zubayr, and several other judges, who went abroad to open the doors of 
progress for others, who are fuming at the courts, on the one hand, and at the 
chief justice, and his supporters inside the judicial system, on the other. We 
shall mention the lawyer Sadiq ‘Abd al-Halim, and others who are trying to follow 
in his path. However, they have not yet achieved what Sadiq ‘Abd al-Halim 
achieved, who has become a distinguished member in the Appellate Court, stimulat- 
ing everything and anything within the judicial system, by virtue of his dis- 
tinguished position. 


All of this is happening within the judicial system, without any protection or 
law, since the judicial system, after having protected rights, now has begun to 
seek protection for itself, even from the police. The police's battle with the 
judicial system requires considerable claritication from us. It began when pres- 
sure was put on the chief justice to issue an ordinance to protect the police 
from citizens’ complaints. 


The chief justice instructed his judges, in an ordinance, to not open charges 
against the police, until after the documents had been submitted to him, a mat- 
ter which shackled a clear legal provision, and a constitutional principle of 
the equality of citizens. With the exercise of this ordinance, the policeman 








began to dominate the citizen, in matters of arrest and investigation, and in 
many cases, using harsh measures against the citizen which, in many cases, 

could reach the level of torture. This caused some judges to refuse to imple- 
ment that ordinance, in their commitment to the legal provision, so that a 
clash occurred in many court jurisdictions, between judges and police officials. 
This was reported to the highest authorities, which led to a complete breach be- 
tween the judicial system's leadership and judges, and the police on all levels, 
reflected in a lack of cooperation at work, and the generating of many memoranda 
in that regard from both sides. It was discussed several times in the National 
Security Council, without a solution being found. 


Some of the speakers at the lawyers’ forum dealt with that, and with what the 
matter had done to the judicial system, and reference was made to the aforemen- 
tioned ordinance. A week after it was raised in the forum, the chief justice 
found sufficient courage to abrogate that ordinance. 


We are absolutely convinced that the chief justice, as a Sudanese citizen, 
knows very well what his position is and what his responsibility is. Either 
he is a citizen, zealous on behalf of his country's best interests, protecting 
his fellow citizens from the one-man rule that holds sway over the citizens’ 
necks, which is a clear path and an easy, not impossible, matter, or he will 
continue on the path he is following today, with hostility for his nation and 
his fellow citizens. He is with the number one enemy in the same trench. He 
has the option to correct his course; the day of reckoning is not far off. 
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SUDAN 


DOMESTIC CONDITIONS SAID WORSE THAN GOVERNMENT ADMITS 
Egyptian Troops 
London AL-DUSTUR in Arabic No 524,29 Jun-5 Jul 81 pp 8-10 


[Article: "The 7 June Uprising: Sadat Sent His Troops; Frank Carlucci, American 
Deputy Defense Secretary, Hastily Came to Khartoum to Supervise Their Deployment"] 


[Text] Was it merely a coincidence that the British radio correspondent, who flew 
to Khartoum to cover the news of the enormous popular uprising against Marshal 
Numayri's regime, had a meeting with a person alleged to be the head of the rail- 
road workers' union, so that he could announce the end of the uprising? Was it 
just a coincidence that 'Abbas Khadhr, the real leader of the railroad workers' 
union, was absent when it was announced that the regime had regained control, 

over the rebellious Sudanese civilians? 


The British radio correspondent was unable to conceal his astonishment at the 
threats made by the Marshal to execute the striking workers, at the same time 
that the regime was announcing the end of the strike. The correspondent asked: 
"If normal life had been restored to the status quo, why threaten executions?" 


Obviously, Numayri's calculations were different in the beginning. He dealt with 
the popular uprising on the basis that it was merely strikers making demands. He 
decided to dissolve the railroad workers’ union, and banned its president, "Abbas 
Khadhr, from pursuing any union or political activities. That was in the after- 
math of the strike, which the union, numbering some 43,000 workers, declared, and 
is the strike later joined by workers from the land and river transport unions, 
and the hotel and beverage workers. 


However, as the extent of the uprising esculated, the calculations changed. The 
field marshal was later forced to describe the strikers as "saboteurs", and or- 
dered the army to run the trains, after the security forces had arrested some of 
the striking workers’ leaders. He issued a republican decree, stopping all medi- 
ation efforts aimed at ending the strike. 


Why did Numayri cease these suspicious "mediation efforts?" 


Diplomatic observers in Khartoum confirm that the field marshal realized that the 
uprising was a long way from just a labor strike, and consequently, he tried a 








show of force at first. He then instructed Mustafa Jaysh, the minister of trans- 
port, to announce that the threat contained in his statement did not mean expul- 
sion of the workers. 


Therefore Numayri, after having arrested 64 unionist leaders, after violent re- 
sistance which felled scores of martyrs, wanted to signal to the workers, who 
had become leaderless, that he did not mean his threats literally. In the min- 
ister of transport's statement, he said that the measures taken, such as moving 
the headquarters of the Railroad Board from ‘Atabarah, meant nothing more than 
applying decentralized organization. 





These statements came at a time when an airlift was starting between Cairo and 
the "Wadi Sayyadna"” airfield, which used to be called the Nasser base, but the 
name was changed to flatter Sadat. It is located north of Khartoum; the purpose 
of the airlift was to transport Egyptian military troops to Sudan to defend the 
regime. 


This action was taken by the two "Camp David" regimes in Cairo and Khartoum, to- 
gether with the arrival in the Sudanese jcapital of Frank Carlucci, the American 
deputy secretary of defense, on a brief; visit lasting 2 days, during which he 
supervised the deployment of the forces and ‘equipment, which would defend the 
regime the moment the backbone of Numayri's regime within the armed forces col- 
lapsed. 


The first thing that caught the attention of observers in Khartoum was the 
claims of the minister of transport that most of the railroad workers had re- 
turned to their jobs. News from different sources stressed that those who had 
been forced to return to their jobs were very few in number, terrorized by the 
threat of death and expulsion, after they were driven from their homes by army 
forces loyal to the government. The rest of the workers were still continuing 
their uprising. 


Lest there be any action to storm the prison, in which the uprising's leaders 
were being detained, the Numayri regime moved the detaineees to one of the re- 
mote prisons in southern Sudan, after the field marshal's advisors suggested 
that the prisoners’ presence in 'Kubr" prison would only constitute a danger 
that he would have to face. The strikers would certainly consider "Kubr" 
prison in the capital to be a heroic symbol, from which they would derive fuel 
for their resistance. Those workers might also consider attacking the prison 
to release the detainees by force. 


As for the rest of the minister of transport's statements, in which he alleges 
that the field marshal had no intention of expelling the workers, they provoked 
a great deal of merriment in local, Arab and international circles. Is it pos- 
sible that the field marshal's orders to arrest, expel and torture were merely 
an action to make life comfortable, intended to pamper the workers and to re- 
spond to their demands? 


In this context, what does the republican decree mean, which Numayri issued 
through Hassan al-Turabi, the public prosecutor, who turned it into law, which 








Stipulates that anyone who strikes, or refuses to work, or incites to strike will 
be punished by execution? 


This law, by any measurement and by any consideration, has no equivalent in all 
the world. It is incompatible with the most primitive principle of human free- 
doms. Even in the nations of the Eastern camp, which forbid strikes, they do 

not make execution the punishment for strikers. On the contrary, what has hap- 
pened in Poland is one of the examples that provides the best evidence of this. 


In the face of this fascism, a parallel for which can scarcely be found, the 
minister of transport tried to justify the field marshal's behavior. He said 
that moving the headquarters of the Railroad Board from 'Atabarah was just an 
organizational step in the direction of decentralization. Moreover the military 
battalion, which Numayri ordered formed to administer the railroad, was merely a 
means to support production and not to run the utility. 


Is this a surrender to the people's will? 


Those who know the facts confirm, without blinking an eye, that what has occurred 
is sort of a tactical retreat, which permitted some breathing room, during which 
Sadat's military aid arrived in Khartoum. 


Numayri realized that the strike was no longer merely a demand, but was a violent 
national uprising, which was trying to uproot the regime. 


His greatest fear now is that the hostility will shift to the rest of the unions. 


What about the military aid that is now being implemented, in accordance with the 
Khartoum summit, between the two Camp David allies? 


The airlift, which we mentioned a little while ago, went between one of the Cairo 
airfields and the Wadi Sayyidna airport in Khartoum. 


Observers estimate the size of the airlift as comprising 50 aircraft loaded with 
troops, equipment, ammunition and arms. A group of huge American Hercules air- 

craft took part in the operation, staged out of Luxor airfield, carrying troops 

and tons of arms, ammunition and equipment. . 


Added to that were all the Egyptian forces, stationed in Sudan since the mutual 
defense pact between the two countries was signed. No one knows precisely the 
number of these troops, but some observers confirm that they number in the 
thousands. 


Translated to the practical level, that means the regime's reduced trust in its 
armed forces, and that it relies, more and more, on Sadatist and American sup- 
port. 


It is known that some recently demobilized, and highly trained, Egyptian troops 
have been loaned to the Khartoum regime during the past few months, in the guise 
of workers and officials. Jobs were immediately found for them, despite the 
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unemployment about which the Sudanese people complain. housing was also found 
for them, and they were supp .ed with weapons for street fighting and to oppose 
any popular movement. Some circles say that their number will reach 3000 by 
che end of August. 


On the other hand, reports arriving from Khartoum state that an Egyptian military 
aircraft arrived at Wadi Sayyidna airport, on 17 July. It was met by a car be- 
longing to the office of the presidency. The car took two passengers from the 
aircraft to Numayri's home, where a closed meeting was held, lasting three hours. 
Some security sources indicate that these two dawn visitors were Muhammad Sa'id 
al-Mahi, Sadat's director of intelligence, and "Ali Zaki, his deputy for Arab 
affairs. 


In the latest development of events, observers read with interest the item, 
slipped by the Sudanese security organization to one of the Arab newspapers, 
which said that an Israeli aircraft was forced to land at Khartoum airport. 
It was explained that it was carrying experts, arms and ammunition enroute to 
Zaire. 


The fact is that the air route between Israel and Zaire does not pass over 
Khartoum airspace. 


There is nothing more to this matter than the fact that a shipment of Israeli 
arms, supported by a number of Zionist experts, has arrived in the Sudanese 
capital. It was an operation, about which the Sudanese people became aware by 
surreptitious means, to attempt to make it appear that the regime, reconciled 
with the Sadatist normalization regime, which is reconciled with the Israelis, 
was still in a state of war with the enemy. 


However, the odd thing, as reported in the news, was that the Israeli airplane 
vanished completely from the Khartoum airport, and instead of being displayed 
to newspaper correspondents, it was sent to one of the military bases, from 
where it was returned with its crew to Israel. 


Behind these grave incidents, and undoubtedly making up the most dangerous of 
all, is the state of bankruptcy and the collapsing economy, which has led to 
factory shutdowns, due to a lack of oil. Ome of the British FINANCIAL TIMES 
correspondents in Khartoum commented on that, by saying: "The workers’ strike 
has shut down the railroads, but they would have shut themselves down without 
a need for a strike, so long as the crops, that they are supposed to carry, 
such as cotton, are by no means available!" 


He added that methodical plundering has destroyed the rest of the economy; the 
regime has begun to search for kinds of trade especially for that, which can 
be added to its robbing of Arab and foreign assistance. 


This trade has gotten out of control to such an extent that American authorities 
in Houston have recently uncovered a trafficking in arms smuggled to South 
Africa, in which the Khartoum regime is involved. It was clear from investiga- 
tions, which were leaked to the British newspaper THE OBSERVER, that illicit 
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weapons were purchased from the United States for the Government of South Africa, 
using an official certificate from the Sudanese government, attesting that the 
arms were for export to Sudan. This was done because the international hoycott 
law prohibits the exporting of arms to the racist South African government. It 
was also made clear that the value of the shipment was approximately $1.5 mil- 
lion, and that the import license, issued by the Sudanese military attache in 
London, was the legal cover for that. 


Here is just one small example of this methodical plundering. In a country, 
whose foreign debts amount to more than $2 billion, the foreign banks resched- 
uled these debts, in exchange for direct supervision over the country, which 
could shed light on yet another reason for the popular uprising, whose factors 
are violently interacting now. 


No matter what the reason for this 8 June uprising, those who are following what 
is happening in the country, which should have been supplying the Arabs with 
food, according to the propagandistic cosmetic projects that the Khartoum regime 
is promoting, know that the regime has begun to search for food from the Arabs. 
Those who are following events in Sudan know for a certainty that the recent up- 
rising will not be the last. Our evidence for that, for those who still need 
evidence, is the total strike announced by the doctors, and which in fact began 
on 30 June. 


On the contrary, there is popular solidarity in 'Atabarah, where the merchants 
and livestock owners gave their goods to the workers without compensation. This 
was where the workers, whose expulsion was announced, and who were forced to 
give up their homes and live in tents, marched with the masses to the Armored 
Corps headquarters, and surrounded it. From there they went to the Railroad 
Board, safeguarded by the military battalion, formed by the field marshal. 


This popular solidarity is the thing that will have the final word in the battles 
going on these days. 


Armed Forces Affirm Stand 


London AL-DUSTUR in Arabic No 524, 29 Jun-5 Jul 81 pp 8-10 


[Text] In the midst of the violent popular uprising, which Sudan needs, the 
establishment was announced in Khartoum of the "People's Armed Forces Officers’ 
Committee to Save the Nation'’. The communique, which was distributed in 
Khartoum, addressed to the masses of the Sudanese people, stated that this or- 
ganization is the true embodiment of the will of the nationalist officers, ncos 
and soldiers. 


It stated that its first and last goal was to rescue the country from blind sub- 
servience to the Egyptian-American regime, and to resist the danger destroying 
Sudan. The statement called on the Sudanese masses, workers, tradesmen, farmers, 
intellectuals and studnets, to be fully vigilant, and to reject the shame that is 
the Numayri regime. The communique said that Sudan was and still is capable of 
crushing on its breast an agent regime, which has become isolated from the masses, 
and which has thrown itself into the arms of the Egyptian regime, the legal, au- 
thorized agent of American imperialism and world Zionism in the Arab and African 
region, scornful of the country's higher interests. 














The communique of the People's Armed Forces Officers’ Committee emphasized that 
this course upon which the Numayri regime has embarked has led to the collapse 
of the Sudanese economy, has made it dependent on crumbs from the masters’ 
tables, and has led to forsaking national independence, transforming Sudan into 
a base for the Egyptian and American armies of occupation. 


The communique also stated that the heroic battles would continue in combat against 
the Numayri regime. Join ranks as the day of deliverance and sweeping away of 
this regime draws near. 


Position of Alliance 
London AL-DUSTUR in Arabic No 524, 29 Jun-5 Jul 81 pp 8-10 


[Text] In its statement to the Sudanese people, the alliance of the Democratic 
Unionist Party and the Arab Socialist Ba'th Party, Sudanese Region, affirmed 
that its program, as announced in the alliance's first statement, is represented 


by: 


Persistence in achieving the masses’ goals of restoring democratic rights to the 
struggling masses, and maintaining the honor of the country and its citizens, 
under the aegis of national authority and progressive pan-Arabisn. 


The struggle for a unified and flourishing Sudan, in which there is opportunity 
for social and economic advancement, and the development of regional self- 
determination in southern Sudan, extricating it from the formal framework, in 
which the Numayri regime has confined it, in order to make a real accomplishment 
in the areas of development and services, and to increase interaction and soli- 
darity between the two halves of the country, based on democratic principles of 
mutual respect and trust. 


Modernization of the economic sector in the countryside and the cities of Sudan, 
to mobilize its resources, and to employ growth plans based on planning for 
sufficiency with balanced sector and regional development. 


Rejection of the capitalistic method of development, and adherence to the 
socialist option, stemming from the traditions of our civilized people, espe- 
cially their human and material experience, in order to achieve the broadest 
gains for the overwhelming majority of our people. 


Accomplishment of the national alternative, for which the masses are fighting, 
based on civilized principles, embodied in independence, and rejection of all 

forms of foreign hegemony and political and economic subservience, and domina- 
tion tied to the centers of foreign direction. 


Complete elimination of the supports of the present rightist, fascist regime, 
and full political liberation for the country, to put an end to the spurious 
organizations and the tyrannical legislation, to uproot the parasitical forces 
tied to the regime, and to unleash the people's energies, under the aegis of 
legality, national sovereignty, pan-Arabism, and the integrity of the rule of 
laws. 
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To erradicate the traces of the regime's political deviation, which has isolated 
Our country from its pan-Arab role, and has shackled it with bonds of treachery, 
subservience and the machinations of world Zionism and imperialism, aimed at 
eliminating our goals, the struggles of our Arab Nation, and our central issues, 
led by the battle to liberate all Palestinian soil, and to reject all humiliat- 
ing settlements. 


The statement stressed that the two allied parties affirmed the need to esculate 
the popular and trade-unionist movement, in order to achieve this program, which 
for its part, emphasizes that the sole qualified alternative to the regime is 
the progressive, pan-Arab, national alternative, stemming from unlimited faith 
in the masses and their fighting abilities, since they are the purpose of change 
and its means. 


The statement said: "Signs of victory are engraved in the skies over Sudan, 
after the Sudanese people made great strides, which have brought them to an 
important crossroads in their history, to rally their forces and to let loose 
the winds of change. 
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SUCCESS SEEN FOR ECONOMIC MEASURES 


London 8 DAYS in English No 24, 20 Jun 81 p 2l 


[Text ] 


SUDAN'S EFFORTS to bring order to its 
fraught cconomy, in line with demands 
made by the International Monetary Fund 
and the world’s bankers. look lke paying 
dividends. The country anticipates a $326m 
budget surplus for the 1981-1982 financial 
ycar. 

The draft budget presented last month to 
the country’s council of ministers by 
Finance Minister Badreddin Suleiman 
anticipated a total revenue of $3.462bn, 
with a total expenditure of $3.136bn. This 
includes $1.058bn for development 
projects (30 per cent up on 1980-198] 
allocations) and $736m for local 
government (a 20 per cent increase). The 
extra revenue will come from increased 
taxes as well as a greater share of the profits 
made by state companies. 

The budget makes no mention, however, 
of loan and interest repayments, a 
continuing headache for Sudan. Financiers 
in London estimate that Sudan will have to 
find $80m for interest repayments during 
1981-1982. Sudan has borrowed $1.1bn on 
the international markets, much of it to help 
Meet its severe balance of payments deficit, 
running at about $1bn a year. 

A total of $400m is owed by the 
government-controlled commercial banks 
to five mayor banks, plus $43m in interest 
back-payments, and late last vear the 
creditors rescheduled the debt at i*s per 
cent above Libor 

There 1s litthe doubt. however. that the 
IMF and the bankers are pleased with 
Sudan’s stringent economic tegime. As well 
as granting a tresh $100m loan to finance 
essential imports. Sudan's creditors at the 
same time agreed to reschedule a $400m 
debt. without upping the rates. In addition. 
last November the IMF extended a further 
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$289m in credits. Earlicr this month IMF 
financiers paid another visit to Khartoum to 
discuss a further tranche. 

Increased remittances from workers 
abroad. encouraged by preferential rates of 
exchange, should go some way towards 
dealing with the country’s shortage of 
foreign exchange to pay for imports. The 30 
per cent rise in development expenditure 
under the budget ts a result of the emphasis 
on improving export performance. Top 
priority has been given to oil and 
agriculture, particularly cotton and 
groundnuts. the two principal exports. This 
year the price of cotton ts expected to rise 
significantly as, for the first time, world 
cotton demand outstrips supply. 

With an onl imports bill last vear of about 
$400m, Sudan, must invest in its nascent oil 
sector if it 1s ever to solve its balance of 
payments difficultics. Chevron, one of the 
major Companies prospecting in Sudan, 
beheves that by 1°83 Sudanese production 
will reach 30,000 b/d. This exceeds the 
country Ss current consumption and 
underpins the claims made by the energy 
and mining minister, Sharif al Tuhami, that 
the country will be oil self-sufficient in two 
years time. A new refinery is to be built, 
with World Bank support, at Kosti. 27Skm 
south of Khartoum on the White Nile: by 
1983 at should be producing 15,000 b/d. 
Tenders are to go out this year. In addition 
Sudan has 4 26.000 bd refinery at Port 
Sudan. 

However, as part of the new economic 
regime. local currency expenditure on 
development projects has been cut to 
$240m a year. about 20 per cent of the 
amount plannce for uevclopment during 
the coming financial year. ard so the 
Sudanese will have torely yust es heavily as 
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ever on outside support 

Though Arab funding continues te pour 
in — $100m on pr in Southern Sudan 
alone inthe next three sears. starting during 
the new budget period — the country ts 
becoming increasingly dependent on the 
West and on | gy pt. US assistance to Sudan 
earher this vear was put at $104m — half of 
toto pay for Amencan imports -— but 
another $100m in the form of a military aid 
package was announced shortly atter 
President Numein offered military facihities 
to the US in March 

Economic dependence on Fevpt has 
usually been seen as the prime Cause tor 
Sudan's support for its northern neighbour. 
and the new budget gives every indication 
that at will continue to grow. There are 
reports that Egyptian funding will play an 
important part in the new budget. though 
Eevpuan officials at the ministry oft 
Sudanese affairs refuse to comment 
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Nevertheless. the draft clearly states that 
the budget ‘will strengthen integrated 
Egyptian-Sudanese companies and enable 
them to progress in their specific fields’. 

The Egyptian link. highhghted by 
President Sadat’s visit to Khartoum last 
month. led to a $125m trade agreement in 
April. under which Fegypt will supply 
machinery in return for Sudanese 
agricultural produce. 

At the moment, however. the 
government has sufficient problems of its 
own over transport. The 43,000-strong 
railway union, the largest in Sudan. was 
outlawed on 30 May when workers began a 
five-day strike to protest against the 
dismissal of several colleagues and to draw 
attention to the escalation in the cost of 
living. The government declared the strike 
lilegal. but in view of the umion’s power this 
is hardly likely to be the last mt has heard 
from the railway workers. 
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SHADY ARMS DEAL ALLEGED--The French commercial attache, in the French Embassy in 
Khartoum, wasted no time when he was in his post. He was not content with his 
friendships with "senior" officers in the Sudanese army, but rather, after he re- 
signed and took up residence in the Sudanese capital, he concluded business and 
commercial contracts with them for deals involving "obsolete" arms. He persuaded 
them that he could be useful, and he shared in their commissions and profits. 
Monsieur Courfin sold the Sudanese army some French Panhard armored cars, which 
were seen in the military parade on 25 May. They were of the type produced be- 
fore further development. Third World nations refused to purchase them; however, 
Lt Gen Fathi ‘Umar Abu al-Hasan, deputy minister of defense, and Maj Gen ‘Abd 
al-Rahman Sayyid Ahmad Berbera, CO of the armored corps, were "persuaded" that 
they were of good quality, after having received a 30 percent commission of the 
total deal, which amounted to $30 million. However, Brigadier Ziyadah Saleh 
al-Shaykh, CO of the training and armaments departmert in the Sudanese army, 
objected to the deal, before purchase was made, due to his experience and knowl- 
edge of them, when he worked in the UAE as CO of the Panhard armored car force. 
The ruling regime rewarding him by retiring him, after giving him a smaller sti- 
pend than his colleagues. [Text] [London AL-DUSTUR in Arabic No 524 20 Jun- 

5 Jul p 5) 7005 
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SYRIA 


SYRIAN JEWS VICTIMS OF OPPRESSION 
Tel Aviv DAVAR in Hebrew 2 Jun 81 p 9 


/Article by George E. Green, Director of the Middle East Department of the American 
Jewish Committee: "Five Thousand Syrian Jews Between the Hammer of ‘Asad and the 
Anvil of the Muslim Brotherhood"7 


/Text/ With the continuing internal unrest in Syria, there is a growing feeling of 
uncertainty among the 5,000 Jews of the country. They continue to suffer severe 
discrimination and they have been deprivec of the right to leave Syria. Seven Jews 
are now in prison after having been convicted of an illegal attempt to flee. Other 
Jews, men and women, have been killed or seriously wounded during previous attempts 
at flight. The Jews are also subject to the arbitrariness of government decrees 
which impose limitations on their rights to sell or inherit property. 


The Jews are also suffering from the campaign which the government is waging against 
the Muslim Brotherhood underground which has murdered several government figures and 
last summer made an attempt on the life of President Hafiz al-‘Asad. In order to 
eliminate the Brotherhood, ‘Asad has given a free hand to his "defense brigades" and 
also to the agents of the Mukhabarat (Secret Security Policy) who violate without 
blinking an eye the most basic human rights including searches without warrants, 
torture, imprisonment without trial, and arbitrary executions. 


In a search which security agents conducted last July, the agents also visited the 
home of a Jewish smith. They took him along with them so that he would lead them to 
other Jewish homes in the area. One guard was posted at the door, and a captain 
remained inside the house ostensibly in order to conduct a search. When the search 
revealed nothing, the officer turned to the smith's young wife and ordered her to 
undress--apparently to prove that she was not carrying propaganda material of the 
Muslim Brotherhood on her person--and raped her. 


The smith protested to the authorites and received assurance that there would be an 
investigation. However, nothing was done to the officer-rapist. It appears that two 
other Jewish women in the northern city of Aleppo were also raped, but they preferred 
to keep silent because of the shame. The absurdity involved in searching for propa- 
ganda materialof the Muslim Brotherhood in Jewish homes is conspicuous. The Jews of 
Syria have no part in the political life of the country. They are exempt from 
military service, and they are not permitted to hold government positions. They 
would surely not gain anything from the rise of the Muslim Brotherhood to power in 
that the brotherhood is striving to establish an "Islamic state" on the ruins of 

the present regime. 
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To Be a “Musawi" 


A clear case of discrimination which the Jews suffer in contrast to the non-Jewish 
citizens of Syria is the explicit prohibition against emigration. The violence, 
breakdown of law and order, and economic instability have impelled a substantial 
number of Muslims and Christians to leave Syria. According to statistics of the 
American Department of State, about 2,500 Syrians are now studying in the United 
States. According to other sources, 400-500,000 Syrians are working outside of their 
country, primarily in the oil states of the Arabian Peninsula and the Persian Gulf. 


Not so the Jews. Their identification cards are stamped with the word "Musawi" (a 
follower of the religion of Moses, that is a Jew), and they are not permitted to 
leave the country, even for neighboring Arab countries. In March 1974, four Jewish 
women were raped and murdered when they tried to cross the border into Lebanon. A 
protest funeral which Jewish women conducted on the streets of Damascus turned the 
world's attention to their Tragic fate. 


After numerous reactions from international entities and after a personal appeal 

from President Jimmy Carter in May 1977, 14 Jewish women were permitted in July 

1977 to leave for New York in order to marry. Hopes were raised that President ‘Asad 
would keep his promise to Carter and permit additional Jews to leave for humanitarian 
reasons, "on the basis of considering each case on its own merits." However, in the 

4 years that have passed since that time, only a few Jews, mostly elderly and sick, 
have been permitted to leave Syria. 


The Damascus authorities have closed their ears to the repeated appeals for the 
reuniting of families. Today, 400 single Jewish women are having difficulty finding 
Suitable husbands, both because many Jewish young men have previously fled Syria and 
because there are those among the remaining ones who refuse to marry under the 
present circumstances as long as they have no assurance that their children “would 

be able to grow upinan atmosphere of freedom," as one of those who fled recently 
explained. A Swiss tourist who returned from Syria recently reported that the social 
pressure is intensifying on the Jewish women to convert and marry Moslems. 


Other Jews have jeopardized their lives in attempts to flee. Mrs Badriyah Akiva 
Baraqat, a young mother of four children, was seriously injured and paralyzed in parts 
of her body after she was shot by Syrian border guards in August 1976. She was 
hospitalized in Aleppo, and it was only after long months of appeals that she was 
permitted to go abroad for an operation. She was compelled to post a bond of 

$10,000 to guarantee her return. Moreover, her husband and four small children were 
not permitted to accompany her. 


The husband, Baraqat Baragat, together with four other family members, were among 

24 Jews who were arrested on 10 October 1980 on the charge of attempting to flee. 
Despite an order from a judge in Damascus to free them, the Security Police, the 
Mukhabarat, insisted on continuing the detention of seven of the Jews, including the 
husband and his 14-year old cousin, so that "others will see and be afraid." 


Mrs Akiva Baraqat 1S now recuperating from an operation in a hospital in Brooklyn. 














"Illegal" flight has recently become more and more dangerous as the hand of the 
security agents becomes heavier along the Syrian borders and in the major population 
centers. The Mukhabarat insist that the Jews who are brought to trial on attempts 
to flee be sentenced to at least 6 months in prison, and if possible to 5 years. All 
of this has stopped in recent months the"illegal” attempts to emigrate. 


Family Members‘ Obligation to Denounce 


In recent years several Jews have managed to obtain passports and exit visas for the 
purpose of business trips or convalescence. However, they had to deposit enormous 
sums of money, at times as much as $6,000 cash, with the authorities and leave behind 
several members of their families as an "alternate guarantee." Since the annual per 
Capita income in Syria does not exceed $800, only very few members of the community 
have been able to take advantage of the exit right. If a Jew does not abide by the 
schedule and does not return in the time allotted him, the deposit which he left with 
the government is automatically forfeited. Three months ago the authorities suddenly 
canceled even the few exit visas which several fortunate Jews had in their possession. 


The government has also confiscated the property of Jews who left the country 
"illegally." Recently in Aleppo, Jewish property was seized even in cases of Jews 
who were abroad with official exit permits. Their relatives were compelled to pay 
rent to the government in order for them to continue to live in their own homes. 


The Jews must report to the Security Police even when they travel within Syria, from 
one city to another. If one family member is absent from his home without an 
explanation, his relatives must immediately notify the Security Police. If they do 
not do this, they can expect a cruel interrogation and arrest. Because of the 
enormous difficulties involved in any attempt to flee the capital city, Damascus, 
virtually no escape incidents of Damascus Jews have been recorded. Therefore, the 
Damascus community has grown because of the natural increase, and it now numbers 
4,000 people. 


In contrast, the number of Jews in Aleppo has declined to only 750. In Qamishli, the 
number has declined to 150 or 200 Jews. Since the Qamishli community does not have 
the services of a rabbi, and there has been no Jewish school there for several years, 
there has been a gradual shift of Jews to Aleppo. 


In Damascus 19 synagogues are now functioning, and in Aleppo, 3. The Jewish 
schools in these two communities continue to function under the close scrutiny of 
the Secret Police. Several Jewish students are permitted to attend the universities. 


"The Blackest Day" 


In Damascus 20 Jewish doctors, 20 pharmacists, 5 dentists, and 2 lawyers are 
registered. Other Jews work in business and are involved in the traditional Jewish 
craft, metalworking. The economic distress of the Jews stems primarily from the 
jyeneral economic distress. However, to this must be added limitations on the transfer 
of property and a recent attempt by the Security Police to reimrose a prohibition 
(which was first issued in 1966) against the ownership of private vehicles by Jews. 





Two ancient synagogues in Aleppo, Bet Nasi and Midrash Senor Moshe, were completely 
destroyed during urban renewal work. The government offered an insignificant com- 


pensation to the local community. The community council appealed the sum to a 
court in Damascus but lost. 


The Jewish dilemma is very difficult: As much as the Syrian Jews are disturbed by 

the brutal conduct of the agents of ‘Asad, they are much more afraid of the possible 
results of a rise of the Muslim Brotherhood to power. "This would be the blackest 

day in our lives," a Syrian Jew recently said in a private conversation. He expressed 
a fear that the fanatical and anti-Israeli brotherhood would impose prohibitions and 
limitations even more severe than those in existence today. 
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TUNISIA 


REPORT ON OPPOSITION GROUP 


Schism Within MUP 
Paris LE CONTINENT in French 17 Jul 81 p 5 


[Article by Lucien Ahonto: "Voyage Te the Interior of the Tunisian Opposition 
Movements. The MUP or the Inevitable Split"] 


[Text] After the PCT [Tunisian Communist Party] another 
leftist group: the MUP [Popular Unity Movement]. The 
Popular Unity Movement created by Mr Ahmed ben Salah, 
former Tunisian minister of economy, after his dismissal 

in 1969, now has two factions: the followers of Ben Salah 
who remained faithful to their leader and the MUP-Popular 
Unity faction whose promoters not only "set about murdering 
the spiritual father" but still pose as trustees of the 
authentic spirit of the original MUP. 


Since we were unable to reach the Ben Salah faction represen- 
tatives in time, we are forced to hear only from Mr Mohamed 
Belhadj Amor, the general secretary of the MUP-UP. Estab- 
lis} ed in Tunis where its leaders were received by the chief 
of state early in the new year, the MUP-UP has its own head- 
quarters and firmly considers itself one of the progressive 
parties. 


LE CONTINENT: You reject the label of secessionist since you consider vourselves 
as the true expression of the MUP. However, the faction using Mr Ben Salah's 
name also declares it holds the authentic MUP tradition. This does not help 
matters when it comes to granting the MUP a visa. 


Mohamed Belhadj Amor: The Popular Unity faction corrected the situation. We 
proved that we had a broad majority but the minority categorically refused to 
discuss it. It also refused to listen to the base and allow it to decide, in 
the last instance. That is why things are clear for us: the faction close to 
Mr Ben Salah adopted the deviationist positions and abandoned the inviolable 
principles on which we were in agreement in the beginning and on the basis of 
which the organization was formed. 
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The First To Have Asked 


So far as the visa is concerned, we were the first to have applied for it. More- 
over, if the government decided to grant the MUP a visa I do not believe it would 
make the mistake of letting the Ben Salah faction obtain it. 


LE CONTINENT: If the authorities granted you a visa would you undertake to resume, 
or at least try to resume, a dialog with the followers of Ben Salah? For example, 
go to elections together? 


Mohamed Belhadj Amor: We consider that the followers of Ben Salah have followed 
deviationist positions and furthermore are only made up of a number of individuals. 
The day they become a real group and agree to discuss matters with the base, then 
we can think of trying to do something jointly. 


We are setting up our organization and are ready to negotiate with them but only 
if it be on well-established terms at the outset. 


That being said, it is becoming increasingly clear that it is a case of persons 
who no longer believe very much in pluralism. Apparently these are people who 
only want to return to power under a single party system. That isa basic differ- 
ence, without taking into consideration those bureaucratic and antidemocratic 
methods, and the personality cult. 


LE CONTINENT: Do you not believe that in the last analysis these disagreements 
play into the hands of the existing authorities? 


Mohamed Belhadj Amor: In fact, it can be feared that the government does play on 
this and seeks to profit from these disagreements. But we are convinced that the 
blame lies on those forces or movements who ought, it should be said, to think 
through their actions. 


We Have Taken The President's Statements Seriously 


In wy opinion it is a question of policy orientation within the same movement. 
However, we are convinced that the truly progressive forces will end by creating 
a common front and taking the lead. 


The existing authorities are right to try to exploit these differences: that is 
to be expected, in order for them to continue to exist, to continue to defend 
themselves against certain practices they have been blamed for. 


LE CONTINENT: Do you really believe in the opening up of the political spectrum 
announced by the chief of state? 


Mohamed Belhadj Amor: We have taken serioulsy Mr Habib Bourguiba's statements 
announcing his intention of instituting a multiparty system in Tunisia. For us, 
this was a solemn affirmation of the right of political groups to a legal exis- 
tence. It constituted an important step in the evolution of our country's 
political traditions. That measure will allow us as well as other political 











groups to participate effectively in the realization of our program of action 
through a representation at the national level. It is with this in mind that 

we applied for a visa well before the chief of state's declarations, which, it 
must be stated, are the consequence of the struggles we are carrying on. If the 
opening up of the political spectrum is not achieved now we shall carry on our 
struggles in the hope that some day our dreams will be realized. 


LE CONTINENT: Are you considering making a common front with other opposition 
groups? 


Mohamed Belhadj Amor: I am quite firm on that point. There is no question of 
our constituting any kind of a front with any one whatsoever. Recently there 

was a meeting about this attended by the Tunisian Communist Party, the Democratic 
Socialist Movement, fundamentalists, and representatives of the Ben Salah MUP 
faction. We have seen the results that brought. No one agreed with anyone else. 
To tell the truth the people who attended the meeting did so with hidden motives 
in mind: in particular to take the lead in the opposition, and assume some sort 
of leadership over the other groups. 


For ourselves, we have always denied anvone the right to pose as leader of the 
opposition. Those who attended the meeting know this very well. Moreover, that 
is why the promoters did not invite us to participate, even if they denied it 
after the event. 


LE CONTINENT: What have your relations been with the existing authorities since 
you were received by President Habib Bourguiba? 


Mohamed Belhadj Amor: We have no relations with the government. We accepted 
the chief of state's invitation in order to convey our grievances to him and not 
to trv to influence his decisions regarding the granting of visas. We already 
have a certain legitimacy. It is up to the government to judge the extent of 
each movement, each faction, and to grant visas. 


We are the parcy that has demonstrated its political maturity and which also has 
the courage to begin and carry out a dialog. 


MUP-Popular Unity's Positions 
Paris LE CONTINENT in French 17 Jul 81 p 5 
icle by Lucien Ahonto] 
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[Text] Was there a split within the MUP? Why? Each of the factions claiming 
the heritage of the original MUP has its own version of the facts and obviously 
iccuses the other of every crime. Here is what Mr Mohamed Belhadj Amor has to 


First [ want to make it clear that there has been no split wichin the movement. 
There has only been a rectification as a result of the disagreements between a 
irge part of the MUP membership and the 'Ben Salah’ wing. Since its formation 





the MUP has been a grouping of militants belonging to different generations, 

who have tollowed different political or activist paths. As a result there have 
ilways been two factions which have never stopped confronting each other over 
political orientation or over methods of action. But that is to be expected in 
litical movement. Things went bad when the Ben Salah faction began to want 
to reduce the movement to a pressure group on the watch for crises or false steps 
by the regime. It could not last. The Popular Unity faction therefore began a 
restructuration of the movement throughout the country. The authorities in power 
(the Destourien Party) reacted and began to make arrests. That was when the 


’ 


schism between the two factions came out in the open. 
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However, we still tried to preserve the unity of the movement, beginning on new, 
clearly defined bases. Unity was once again preserved, thanks to a compromise. 
But that understanding, too, lasted only a few months since the followers of Ben 
Salah again fell back into their antidemocratic practices and wanted to reduce 
ement to the dimensions of only ome man, with all the consequences that 
can be foreseen in that kind of situation: in particular, the personality cult 
C 


and the tendency to personal power. It is noteworthy that the followers of Ben 
Salah refused to apply for a visa for the movement. 
The minority (the followers of Ben Salah) moreover refused to enter into a dis- 


cussion proposed by the majority (MUP-Popular Unity). People who call us dissi- 
dents do so because they are unaware of what has taken place within the party 
nee its formation. 


lled for a profound and serious internal discussion. Mr Ben Salah 
ind those close to him have rejected this. It was only then, and with a view to 
preserving the movement's unity and combatting the antidemocratic practices of 
B s followers that we set about straightening out our faction, which is 
the majority, let it not be forgotten, and we undertook the necessary steps 
to apply for the visa required by the regulations. 
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TUNISIA 


FUTURE IMPORTANCE OF ISLAMIC FUNDAMENTALISM 
Paris LE MONDE in French 14 Jul 81 p 5 


[Article by Michel Deure: "Henceforth the Fundamentalist Faction Will Play an 
Important Part in Political and Social Activities" ] 


[Text] Tunis. On 4 July, the first day of the month of Ramadan, when the local 
press announced that restaurants, cafes and cake-shops would be closed during the 
hours of fasting, it could have been feared that the spirit of toleration which 
had always prevailed in Tunisia, and which made its reputation, had just dis- 
appeared. And then gradually in 3 or 4 days the regulations which had been in 
force tor several years came back into effect. These regulations reconciled 
individual freedom with the concern of not offending anyone's convictions and 
principles: it forbade the sale of alcoholic drinks to Tunisians, eliminated 
open-air service of cafes (but the interior rooms remained open to patrons 
regardless of nationality), and maintained all restaurant services. 


What happened during that period of hesitation? Did the authorities want to give 
themselves some time for observation before relaxing the rules they had just 
promulgated because they were anxious to avoid incidents that the violence-prone 
partisans of strict observation of the Koran might provoke? 


Government departments categorically deny this interpretation and offer the 
unconvincing explanation that a ministry of interior circular was misinterpreted. 
[It is a fact that certain regional authorities and some part of the police have 
on these occasions shown excessive zeal and this has, according to reliable 
testimony, given rise to downright abuse of authority. 


Obviously such a situation was to fill the newspapers and divide public opinion. 
contrary to the country's traditions of moderation. Those who consider themselves 
the sole repositories of truth and defenders of the Koran claimed a victory and 
the others, more numerous and including many of the faithful, made no secret of 
their concern over such budding sectarianism and over what thev considered at 

the same time a retreat by government authorities in the face of fundamentalists' 
demands. 


The hubbub reached right up to President Bourguiba. Since independence he has 
struggled to harmonize Islam and modernism, tradition and progress. It is said 
that he was much displeased and gave orders at once to countermand these measures, 








which violated his conviction that each Tunisian is free to practice his religion, 
or not, as he wishes. To make it clear that his attitude was based on no other 
consideration he donated 25,000 copies of the Koran to the mosques. 


This incident, which ought to have been forgotten, continues to be the topic of 
all conversations because the fundamentalist faction, which has just formed a 
‘Moslem Movement" and which has asked for recognition, nowadays occupies an 
important place in Tunisian political and social activities. 


In the beginning it was encouraged by the government, which saw in it the best 
means of countering Marxist influences, mainly among the students. Its activity 
has increased over the years, now without inspiring the interest, if not the 
sympathy, of an increasing number of Tunisians. 


President Bourguiba's Irritation 


Their leaders and front-line activists are everywhere: in mosques overflowing 
with the faithful, who listen to preachers unsparing in their criticisms of the 
regime; in universities; in high schools and colleges, the scenes of violent 
confrontations this spring; in the countryside, where more and more they are 
coming to the aid of the needy; in firms. It is certainly not bv chance that a 
few weeks ago the funeral services for two workers killed in an accident at the 
naval works at Menzel-Bourguiba almost degenerated into an uprising following a 
demonstration over some religious slogans. 


Every moment, in streets, and now even at the counters of certain government 
offices, bearded young men and stern-faced young women garbed in the traditional 
veil and long dress remind one of the existence of the movement. If these 
exterior signs are the object of mockery, true, increasingly unobtrusive mockery, 
they irritate the chief of state to the highest degree. A few days ago during 

in awards ceremony, he pointed out, more serious than joking, to a young prize- 
winner who was sporting a beard: "That's not the way to be a good Moslem. 
Besides, Charlemagne had a beard ' to mv knowledge he was no Moslem." 


Obviously, this situation does not fail to attract the watchful attention of 
government authorities who for the time being are following a wait-and-see policy. 
Repressing the fundamentalists might make "martyrs" out of them and thus increase 
the number of their sympathizers. Even the other opposition factions, which now 
privately express the greatest reserves about them, would be obliged to support 
them, as they did, most unwillingly, in the past. Moreover, to exclude them in 
advance from the beginnings of the democratic process would be tantamount to 
casting them into a semi-clandestine status, thus making them probably more 
difficult to keep track of. 


In political circles it is hoped that a sense of moderation, which the great 
majority of Tunisians have always shown, will prevail and that this religious 
flare-up will decline by itself. 


+ + - 


[Is that excessive optimism? Perhaps. Yet a recent incident which took place in 
center 


1 very of Tunis confirms this analysis. It was 10 o'clock when a 
bearded man about 40 years old wearing thewhite robe of the fundamentalists 
placed himself on the threshold of a small bar and began shouting at the customers, 


1sulting and cursing them. The latter, mostly workers, let him talk, exchanged 
i few ironic smiles and then returned to drinking their coffee, without any 


ipparent remorse. 
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